
THE FOURFOLD GOSPEL - THE LIFE OF CHRIST 
 

PART EIGHT: CLOSING MINISTRY: FROM FEAST OF THE TABERNACLES TO THE LAST 
WEEK BEFORE THE FINAL PASSOVER 
 
82. At The Feast of the Tabernacles, October, AD 29 (Jn. 7:11-52) 
 

(11) For more on the Feast of the Tabernacles see Lev. 23. Eighteen months had passed since Jesus 
last visited Jerusalem. John uses the word "Jews" to refer to the enemies of Christ. 

(12) The Jews have already been distinguished. The disciples were personal followers and 
believers in Christ. His brethren were His earthly non-believing kin. The people were the yet 
unconvinced majority of the nation of Israel. The Pharisees were a Jewish sect that was at the 
forefront of Jesus' enemies because of religious disagreement. The chief priests were the 
Sadducean hierarchy who hated Christ for more material minded reasons.  

(13) Because the Sanhedrin had not yet passed official judgment on Jesus, many were afraid to 
choose sides, fearing that they would end up opposed to the Jewish authorities. 

(14) JESUS IN THE TEMPLE - Jesus' sudden appearance somewhere between the third and fifth 
day of the feast suggests a fulfillment of Mal. 3:1. 

(15) No one was expected to teach publicly unless they had formal schooling. The Jews knew 
Jesus had not attended rabbinical school, yet he was knowledgeable concerning things that 
could have been learned nowhere else.   

(16) Jesus derived His teaching from God the Father, not from some earthly school. 
(17) It takes a willing obedience to be in favor with God. Those with pure hearts can discern the 

true teaching and whether Christ was a purveyor of that teaching. 
(18) Christ came to exalt the One who sent Him. Any true teacher exalts the one who sends him. It 

is the egomaniac that blows his own horn. The spirit of "I, Me, Mine," cannot be the mark of a 
true teacher of God's will. 

(19) The Law of Moses stated that murder was wrong, yet the Jews were plotting Jesus' death even 
as He spoke. 

(20) The multitude was not privy to the plots of the leaders and to them Jesus seemed paranoiac, if 
not entirely mad or demon possessed. 

(21) Jesus brings up the incident of His last visit that caused the plots of murder to begin (see Jn. 
5:1-16). 

(22-24) Circumcision had been passed down to Moses from Abraham. If the eighth day fell on 
a Sabbath, the Jews gave the rite of circumcision precedence. The benefits to spiritual 
health that came from the teaching of Jesus outweighed those that accrued from 
physical circumcision. The Jews judged Jesus by the appearance of what He did, not 
by the eternal righteousness that He invoked.  A law can be set aside to obey a higher 
law. The Jews knew this according to verse 22. Jesus had set aside the law of the 
Sabbath to invoke the higher law of mercy, a law older than either circumcision or the 
Sabbath. 

(25,26) Some of the local people were surprised that the rulers allowed Jesus to speak as if 
they did not know Him. Perhaps they did not know Him or knowing Him, they were 
afraid to make a move against Him in the Temple.  

(27) Dan. 7:13 had led some to believe that the true Christ would materialize from nowhere. 
Because these men "knew" Jesus was from Nazareth they concluded He could not be the 
Christ (also see Isa. 53:8). However, they did not know where He came from. They were 
totally unaware of His birthplace (Bethlehem) or His heavenly origins. 
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(28,29) Here Jesus asserts their ignorance of His divine origin. These Jews would not know 
supernatural if they saw it! They had seen the supernatural and did not recognize it for  

what it was. Jesus came from God, but since they did not truly know God they "knew not 
from whence He came." 

(30) Because He declared them ignorant of God they were compelled to take Him, however the 
time was not yet right for Him to fall into their hands. 

(31) Many believed because Jesus had demonstrated His Messiahship through enough convincing 
signs that if He was not the Christ, it was unbelievable to them that one could come and do 
more signs. 

(32) The Sanhedrin had heard enough so they sent officers to arrest Jesus. 
(33) Jesus lets it be known that He still has time left in His ministry. 
(34) After they do destroy Jesus, it is then that they would vainly seek Him. The dark days that 

followed Christ's crucifixion and leading up to the destruction of Jerusalem had many Jews 
longing for a Messiah to save their city as well as themselves.  

(35,36) The Jews refused to understand what Jesus meant; therefore they misconstrued His 
words to mean something else. They were actually demeaning Christ by saying He 
was not good enough to be their Messiah, so He could slip off and become the 
Messiah of the dispersion or even the Gentiles. To their prejudiced minds this would 
be joke or a slam against Jesus. Unfortunately for their souls, Christ working through 
His Apostles would make their words prophetic! 

(37) JESUS THE CHRIST - Jesus is of course speaking figuratively as when He spoke to the 
Samaritan woman at the well.  

(38) Scriptures such as Isa. 58:11 and Zech. 14:8 need to be held in view here. Taking the living 
water into your heart causes you to become a fountain of living water.  

(39) What Jesus is prophesying will be fulfilled in the actions of Peter and the Apostles as well as 
the household of Cornelius. The Holy Spirit would be poured out on all people and the gospel 
would be delivered through the mouths of the believers. How or when Christ would be 
glorified would be settled when He was raised to the right hand of God the Father. 

(40) The Prophet is a reference to Deut. 18:15 and Jn. 1:15. Remember that the Sanhedrin had 
questioned John the Baptist as to his place in the Messianic scheme. Now Jesus' station is 
brought into question. Is He the forerunner?  

(41) Some asserted that He was the Christ, not the forerunner. However, this was disputed because 
He came from Galilee. 

(42) The Jews knew their scripture: The Christ was to be of the seed of David and from Bethlehem 
(Isa. 11:1, Jer. 23:5; Ps. 89:36; Mic. 5:2). 

(43) The Greek word used here for division implies a violent contention or split. 
(44) Now even some of the multitude were aroused to the point of having Jesus arrested. 
(45) The officers were temple police (Levites) and were under the direction of the chief priests (see 

v. 32). When they returned without their prisoner, the Sanhedrin questioned them. 
(46) The words of Christ were too powerful for these officers. Notice that the crowd did not 

restrain the officers; the words of Christ held them back. 
(47,48) The authority and judgment of the council was that Jesus of Nazareth was not the 

Christ and it was foolish for their officers to believe differently than the rulers. Of the 
rulers, we know that Nicodemas and Joseph were believers in Christ.  

(49) The rabble and multitudes are ignorant and therefore are easily led astray. 
(50) Nicodemas, of course, had an unbiased picture of Christ due to the fact that he had taken time 

to get to know Christ personally.  
(51) Nicodemas makes the Sanhedrin mindful that by denying Jesus His rights; they are breaking 

the very law they wish to protect (Deut. 1:16; Ex. 23:1). 
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(52) The rulers use the classic example of how to win an argument by unfair means, that is, attack 
the man instead of attacking His point. They classify Nicodemas as a Galilean (an insult to 
any Judean). Contrary to the rulers’ assertions, Jonah was probably from the region now 
known as Galilee (2 Ki. 14:25). Elijah and Nahum were also possibly from Galilee (1 Ki. 
17:1; Na. 1:1). 

 
83. Woman Taken in Adultery (Jn. 7:53-8:11) 

Note: Some early manuscripts omit these verses. 
 
(53) The assembly is confused due to the intervention of Nicodemas so they disperse. Whether 

Jesus went to a residence, a booth, or slept under the trees cannot be determined. 
(1) Perhaps He spent the night in prayer. The Mount of Olives was one valley away from the city 

of Jerusalem proper. 
(2) Jesus returned to the temple the next morning and took up the position of the teacher. 
(3) This is the only place where John mentions the scribes. The scribes were Rabbis, the doctors 

of the Law. They were a distinct class from the priests since the time of Ezra. Compare the 
use of the phrase "scribes and Pharisees" to "the Jews." 

(4) This woman should not have been brought to Jesus. They were under Roman law and adultery 
was not a crime. It is interesting that the man involved would be guilty of the same sin, but he 
was not arrested. 

(5) Indeed the Law of Moses called for stoning (Deut. 22:22; Lev. 20:10). The enforcement of 
this statute had been dropped even before the Roman takeover. Why were these men 
resurrecting it now? Of course they meant to entrap Jesus.  

(6) They have attempted to place Jesus on the horns of a dilemma. Will He set aside the Law of 
Moses and free the woman or set aside His own law of mercy and have her condemned to 
death? To condemn her to death would be usurping the authority of the Roman government 
and then He could be subject to arrest. By writing on the ground He signified to them that 
their words were not important and that other things occupied His thoughts.  

(7) The Jews however kept pressing their question. Jesus of course had the perfect answer to turn 
the tables on the Jews. He called for any that were sinless among them to begin the stoning. 
These Jews were prominent people and their lives were open to the people. Deut. 17:7 
indicates that the witnesses were to cast the first stone.  

(8) By resuming His former posture the Jews were allowed to ponder their predicament. 
Rabbinical law forbade a guilty husband from condemning a guilty wife. Jesus had 
knowledge of guilt within these witnesses making them unfit to administer capital 
punishment. 

(9) The eldest of the Jews was the first to realize his folly and so on down to the youngest. They 
departed, leaving the woman alone with Jesus. 

(10) Jesus asks a rhetorical question here that paves the way for the woman's dismissal. Without 
witnesses and evidence there can be no trial.  

(11) Did Jesus condemn the sin of adultery? If not why did He tell the woman "to go and sin no 
more?" 

 
84. Further Teaching and Escape (Jn. 8:12-59) 
 

a. Jesus defends his self-witness (vv. 12-20) 
 
(12) Jesus is portrayed here as "the light of the world." Light is a symbol of knowledge and life as 

opposed to darkness, which is a symbol of ignorance and death. 
(13) See John 5:31. No man can be his own witness.  
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(14) Jesus however was qualified to testify of himself due to His divine nature. Remember that His 
miracles also stand as His testimony.  

(15) The Jews were judging superficially and carnally according to appearances. Jesus however 
allows the deeds of men judge them.  

(16) Contrasting Himself with the Jews, Jesus came to save, not to condemn. If he did choose to 
judge, at least His judgement would be a true judgement as opposed to their unrighteous 
judgement. 

(17) Deut. 19:15 declared that the testimony of two witnesses was sufficient. Jesus does not 
classify Himself with the Jews, even though He lived under their Law. His witnesses included 
John the Baptist, the Holy Spirit, the prophets and the apostles. 

(18) The Father's witness came through those mentioned above. So two divine voices are added to 
Christ's own witness of Himself.  

(19) The Jews thought Jesus referred to the testimony of an earthly parent. They wanted Him to 
physically produce this witness. Jn, 14:6,8 - By not recognizing Jesus they showed their 
ignorance of God the Father.  

(20) The treasury was located in the court of women, the most public place in the temple. Jesus 
was teaching within earshot of the hall of Gazith, the headquarters of the Sanhedrin. Still they 
could not take Him prisoner. 

 
b. Jesus predicts His departure (vv. 21-29) 
 
(21) Those who die in their sins cannot find entrance into heaven. Because these Jews will not find 

Christ, their sins will not be forgiven and therefore they cannot attain eternal life. These four 
verses (21-24) teach that the denominational idea of deathbed repentance is foreign to the 
teaching of Christ. 

(22) This is a scornful saying by the Jews. Suicide was a direct line to eternal destruction 
according to the teaching of the Rabbis, therefore if Jesus killed Himself He would not be in 
heaven where all good Pharisees expected to be.  

(23) Jesus increases the severity of His words to counteract their mockery. The Jews were the ones 
who were worldly, fleshly, and in danger of hellfire. Jesus on the other hand was spiritual by 
His very nature. 

(24) Their willful blindness condemned their souls. Their only chance for salvation was for them 
to believe in Christ.  

(25) "Just who do you think you are?" might be a rendering with enough mockery for us to feel the 
scorn that the Jews had for Jesus. Some translators render Jesus' answer as "Why am I even 
speaking to you at all?" This answer was good enough for the unrighteous hearts that asked 
such a hateful question. 

(26) The things Jesus has to say are of a judgmental nature; however, these are the words of His 
Father. 

(27) It is hard to get a handle on the ignorance of unbelief. The worldly bent of these Jews made 
them blind to anything that Jesus chose to say or do. 

(28) Here Jesus predicts His crucifixion. Previous to this, in His interview with Nicodemas, He 
predicted the same thing. The crucifixion would bring more converts to the Way. Fifty days 
after His death His disciples increased by the thousands. The death of Jesus brought life to the 
world. 

(29) Remember that Jesus is a physical manifestation of the Godhead; therefore God is always 
with Him. Jesus was completely resigned to do the will of the Father. 
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c. The Truth shall make you free (vv. 30-36) 
 
(30) These people were moved to trust and follow Jesus. In the following verses Jesus will try to 

raise these believers view of the Messiahship from an earthly one to a spiritual one.  
(31) The faith of these new disciples was not yet complete. Obedience was yet to come. The 

condition is to "continue in my word." The promise is "to be a disciple." "The Jews" indicates 
that some of the leaders had believed. Discipleship then is a way of life, not a single act. 

(32) The proof of knowing the truth is to obey it. God's freedom (given by truth) is freedom from 
sin and death. Too often the religions of men bring men into bondage to creeds, traditions, and 
human forms of religion. 

(33) This may have been those that opposed Jesus from within the crowd. The Jew's boasted of 
their heritage. They trusted in their blood rather than God. Their supposition was of course 
false; they had been in captivity to Persia, Macedonia, Syria, and now Rome. Additionally, in 
times past, they had bound themselves over to idolatry. Jesus knows that they are politically 
captive to Rome and spiritually captive to the Rabbis, their traditions, human commandments, 
and to sin. 

(34) Jesus answers them indirectly - the sinner is the slave of sin. The freedom Jesus is preaching 
is spiritual. 

(35) The bondservant can be sold from family to family, but the blood-kin remains in the family. 
(Gal. 4:19-21) God was about to dismiss the Jews as unfaithful servants (Lk. 20:16-19). 

(36) To be truly free, only the freedom bestowed by the Son would be permanent.  
 
d. Abraham's Seed and Satan's (vv. 37-47) 
 
(37) Outwardly, these Jews were indeed Abraham's children. Inwardly they were far from being 

true sons of Abraham. Abraham was a friend of God (Jas. 2:23), but these Jews sought to kill 
God's son because they could not bear His words. 

(38) This is an introductory statement to verse 44. Jesus will disclose two households: one divine, 
the other diabolical.  

(39) The Jews reassert their parentage. 
(40) These descendants of Abraham did not follow in their father's footsteps. The true descent is 

spiritual - the works of the Jews denied their spiritual descent from Abraham. 
(41) This father is yet to be named (v. 44). Here fornication is used as a symbol of idolatry (Ex. 

34:15,16; Hos. 1:2; 2:4). The Jews claim to be followers of God.  
(42) Jesus is God-derived and God-sent! The Jews should have recognized this if they were "of 

God." 
(43) "Speech" refers to the outward expression of an idea or thought, while "word" refers to the 

idea itself. They literally heard words, but did not understand them. 
(44) All who hear Christ's voice become God's children by adoption (Rom. 8:15-17), all others 

remain children of Satan. The Jews had murder in their hearts; a lust of the devil. Satan was 
the original murderer - it was he who introduced sin into the world - and the consequences of 
sin was (and is) death. 

(45) Those whose father is a liar raised them to believe only lies and reject the truth. 
(46) If Jesus is not the Son of God, then where is His sin; His human defect. If He has none, then 

He is a truthsayer. 
(47) God's children would receive (hear) God's word. These Jews reject God's word therefore they 

reject God. Compare to Jn. 3:20,21. 
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e. Before Abraham was, I AM (vv. 48-59) 
 
(48) This scornful language is to retaliate against Jesus saying the Jews were not sons of Abraham 

or God. No one was more hated by the Jews than the Samaritans, coupled with demon 
possession this made Jesus an evil man indeed. 

(49) Jesus chose not to deny the charge of being a Samaritan because He refused to recognize their 
class-consciousness. If you honor the Father, then you are opposed to demons who could not 
do that.  

(50) Their abuse really did nothing to Jesus; His Father would protect His reputation. Even today, 
unrighteous judgements should be disregarded in favor of God's righteous judgment.  

(51) Jesus restates vv. 31 and 32. "To keep,” means to cherish and obey. Jesus of course is 
speaking of eternal, spiritual life. But where does this life begin? It begins in this world (Jn. 
5:24). Notice the condition and promise: 
1) Universal - If anyone 
2) The condition - keep my word 
3) The result - shall not see death 

(52) Their ignorance and Jesus' words only confirm their former statement of His demon 
possession. If the best and the greatest (Abraham, prophets) have died, how can anyone 
escape? 

(53) They could not believe that Jesus was placing Himself on a plane with Abraham, much less 
even a greater plane. "If those who have heard the word of God are dead, then surely those 
who hear your words will also die."  

(54) The Father will finally settle this question once and for all time with the death, burial, 
resurrection, and ascension of Christ. 

(55) They claimed to be worshippers of Abraham's God. However, they do not know God, because 
their teaching conflicts with that of Jesus. Someone is a liar and it cannot be Jesus, therefore it 
is the Jews. There is a difference in the words "known" and "know." "Known,” indicates 
knowledge that is acquired, while "know,” indicates cognitive knowledge, that is knowledge 
gained by direct contact. 

(56) Abraham's promise of blessing through his seed, made him rejoice to know that he would 
beget the Messiah. 

(57) Since it was two thousand years since Abraham and Jesus was less than 50 years old, how 
could Abraham rejoice at something he would never see? How could Jesus know Abraham? 

(58) "I AM" marks timeless existence and indicates Jesus claim to deity. This statement identifies 
Jesus with the "I AM" of the Old Testament. 

(59) The Jews understood that Jesus was claiming to be Godhood and counted it a blasphemy so 
they were prepared to stone Him on the spot. Whether Jesus used miraculous means to hide 
Himself or just melted into the crowd while His antagonists were gathering stones is 
unimportant. His time was not yet come, so He was spared.  
B.W. Johnson makes six practical observations in his Commentary on the Gospel of John (p. 
147) that are interest to our study. 

 
85. The Man Born Blind (Jn. 9:1-41) 
 

a. A man born blind receives his sight (vv. 1-12) 
 
(1) From verse 8 we learn that the blind man was a beggar. Jesus encountered him as he was 

leaving the scene in chapter 8.  
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(2) The Jews believed that extreme illness, disease or handicap was punishment for sin. See Job. 
Perhaps even the parents' sin caused the man to be afflicted. Obviously, the disciples did 
know that the man was born blind. Why? Even today the sins of the parents can cause 
problems of a physical nature for a child. 

(3) Jesus denies these two alternatives and suggests a third possibility. Providence played a part 
in this man’s afflictions, so God could use him for the purpose of proving Jesus was the 
Christ. 

(4) The “day” referred to here by Jesus is the short span of His life. When “night” (death) comes 
there will be no work done. We have no record of Jesus performing miracles of healing after 
His resurrection.  

(5) Jesus shed moral and spiritual light on the world. It was prophesied that He would give sight 
to the blind. The gift of sight to the physically blind would be a type of spiritual sight to the 
spiritually blind. 

(6) Why did Jesus choose this method of returning the man’s sight? Probably so that the man 
would have a reason to go to the pool of Siloam to wash. Notice the conditions placed on this 
gift. 

(7) Siloam was perhaps the same pool mentioned in Neh. 3:15 and Isa. 8:6. This pool was located 
south of the temple. It is interesting that the interpretative meaning of the word Siloam is 
“Sent” which was also a name given to Christ. The man rendered obedience to Christ and 
received the promise. Anointing the eyes with clay was not an unknown medication for eye 
problems during the first century.  

(8,9) The beggar returned home and even his neighbors were confused. The impossibility of such a 
cure would raise doubts in the mind of anyone. That is, they could not believe their eyes! This 
is where we learn that the blind man was indeed a beggar.  

(10) Finally, they realize that he is their neighbor. The next question in their minds is obvious, how 
did this healing come about? 

(11) The beggar knew it was Jesus who had sent him to the pool. He rehearses the events of his 
healing as they occurred.  

(12) Since these questioners were his neighbors and not the Jewish leaders, perhaps this was an 
inquiry of curiosity and not one of vengeance. 

 
b. The Pharisees excommunicate the healed man. (vv. 13-34) 
 
(13) The people wanted the Pharisees to investigate this “miracle.” The Pharisees held the greatest 

religious influence at this time in Jewish history. 
(14) Conduct such as this healing performed on the Sabbath day would be considered unlawful by 

the Pharisees. Compare to the healing at the pool of Bethesda.  
(15) The Pharisees learned nothing more than the neighbors from the man’s testimony. 
(16) They declare that Jesus has broken the Sabbath. However, some among the Pharisees 

disagreed because of the powerful nature of the miracle.  
(17) To try and understand exactly what has happened, the Pharisees (after some debate among 

themselves) turn again to the man. We will see the man’s convictions deepen as time passes. 
Here he declares Jesus “a prophet,” whereas previously he referred to Jesus as simply “the 
man.” 

(18) If Jesus is to have credit for performing this miracle then the Jews must discredit the miracle. 
They try to claim that the man was never blind in the first place. The Jews suspected collusion 
between Jesus and the man.  

(19) They inquired three things of the man’s parents: sonship, blindness, and cure. 
(20) The parents give clear replies to the first two questions. 
(21) But as to the third question they are careful to leave their answer as vague as possible, so the 

Jews would not implicate them.        79 



(22) The Jews (the Sanhedrin) have already decided to excommunicate anyone who confesses 
Jesus as the Christ. The parents feared the Jews and therefore answered in such a way as to 
protect themselves. This rule was made permanent after the crucifixion and was previously 
prophesied by Jesus Mt. 10:17. 

(23) Because the parents would not answer, the accusers turn again to the young man. 
(24) The Jews are calling for the man to confess that he and Jesus are indeed in collusion and to 

turn to God for forgiveness. See Josh 7:19 and 1 Sam 6:5 on the use of the phrase “Give glory 
to God.” Their “proof” of Jesus being a sinner was the fact that He healed on the Sabbath. 

(25) The man could only testify of his own personal benefits in having met Jesus.  
(26) They begin to cross-examine the man and apparently try to get him to contradict his own 

testimony concerning the miracle. 
(27) The young man is on to the Jews’ lawyer tricks by refusing to repeat his testimony. His final 

comment, “will you too be His disciples?” is sarcastic in nature and implies that he might 
already be a disciple himself. 

(28) They were upset by this comment and confessed Moses, then accused the young man. 
(29) To forsake Moses for another prophet would be considered apostasy by the Jews. 
(30) Here is a wonderful scene from the Gospel of John – the beggar man giving the Sanhedrin a 

lesson concerning the true nature of deity. The proof of his argument – such a miracle could 
only come from God. 

(31) Compare the beggars logic to that of Nicodemas in John 3:2. The OT taught that God 
answered the prayers of the righteous. (Prov. 15:29; Isa. 1:15; Mic. 3:4.) 

(32) There was no historical record of such a miracle as this ever being performed. 
(33) A false, fraudulent, demon-possessed man could not have performed such a miracle. 

(Compare to the more perceptive Pharisees in verse 16.) 
(34) The Jewish answer to the question posed in verse 2 arises here. The man was born a sinner. 

They originally argued that he was never blind, but now that they were proved wrong on that 
count, they turn the blindness against the man. Most commentators feel that the man is 
formally excommunicated, mainly for presuming to teach them! See Tholuck’s remarks 
quoted by Johnson, pp. 154,155.  

 
c. True vision and true blindness (vv. 35-41) 
 
(35) Jesus knew that the man would make a good convert. The man was now as a heathen to the 

Jews and would be without a country and religious fellowship in the eyes of the rulers. Jesus 
offers the man an alternative to Moses – life through God’s Son. 

(36) The man has confidence in Jesus as a forth-teller (prophet) but does not understand that He is 
the Son of God. 

(37) Jesus fully reveals Himself to the man. The only parallel case we have in the Gospels is when 
Jesus revealed Himself to the Samaritan woman at the well (Jn. 4:26).  

(38) The man immediately confesses Christ and worships Him. 
(39) Jesus now sums up the entire incident. The needy are always attracted to Jesus, while the self-

satisfied are repelled by Him. By this comparison who are the blind and who are the ones that 
can see? 

(40) The Pharisees want Jesus to specifically spell out whom He is talking about. 
(41) The Pharisees always claimed that they were enlightened but they were indeed sinners. Their 

responsibilities were measured by their opportunities. See Johnson’s practical observations p. 
156. 
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86. Discourse on the Good Shepherd (Jn. 10:1-21) 
 
a. Jesus the True Shepherd (vv. 1-6) 

 
(1) The figure of a shepherd is often used in the scriptures. Why? This section immediately 

follows the preceding story of the man born blind. Jesus will compare Himself (as a 
Shepherd) to the rulers who were poor shepherds indeed. Point 1- false shepherds would arise 
and injure the flock of God. (Ezek. 34:1-6; Jer. 33:1-6; Zech. 11:4-11) Point 2 – A true 
shepherd, the Messiah would rise up. (Ps. 23; Jer. 31:10; Ezek. 34:31; Mic. 7:14) Who 
fulfilled these prophecies? What is the difference between a thief and a robber? Thief – 
cunning, while no one watches. Robber – resorts to violence. How do the Pharisees fit both of 
these patterns? 

(2) The true Shepherd enters by the door; someone with evil motives would use another entry. 
(3) The gatekeeper was instructed to let only the shepherd into the sheepfold. Who is the porter of 

the church? God. Christ is the Good Shepherd and the sheepfold is the church. The sheep are 
trained to respond to their master’s voice. In the Eastern countries the shepherds lead their 
flocks. These people also named their sheep as we do our pets. The sheep could then be called 
individually or as a group.  

(4) Disciples are led as sheep. Jesus treads the pathway ahead of us and we follow in His 
footsteps. See Johnson on verse 4, p. 159. 

(5) The sheep will refuse to follow a stranger. The Pharisees were strangers trying to lead God’s 
sheep. How do you prove yourself to be one of God’s sheep? 

(6) Jesus spoke here in an allegory (symbolic or emblematic language), not a true parable in the 
sense of those used in the Synoptics. The hearers could not understand Jesus’ sayings, but He 
will explain Himself in verses 7-21. 

 
b. Jesus the Good Shepherd (vv. 7-21) 
 
(7) Not only is Jesus the Shepherd, He is also the door to the sheepfold. He is the door in which 

any wishing to enter the fold must enter. “There is no other name…whereby we must be 
saved.”  

(8) Not only are the false prophets that preceded Jesus included in this condemnation, but also 
any and all who would put their teachings “before” Christ’s. This would include Satan, the 
Pharisees of Jesus’ time, and false religions and false teachers of our time. Only the goats 
would follow such leaders. 

(9) In addition to being the shepherd and the door, Christ is also the pasture where His sheep will 
feed. He is the bread and water of life.  

(10) The objective of the false shepherds is to destroy the flock for their own purposes. By robbing 
the flock of their spiritual guidance the false shepherds destroy the faith and ultimately the 
souls of the flock. 

(11) See Ps. 23 and Ezek. 34:12 again. Christ now applies the term to Himself. The true good 
shepherd will be willing to die defending His sheep.  

(12,13) A hireling is one who would not work if it were not for the pay. He is bound to the sheep only 
by his own self-interest, not by love for the sheep. This attitude helps us to distinguish 
between the true and false shepherd more easily.  

(14) God, in times past had used other shepherds to lead His flock, but none other was or is the 
Good Shepherd. Only He knows every one of the sheep – tenderly, personally, lovingly, by 
name. 

(15) The same bond exists between the Good Shepherd and His flock as exists between Jesus and 
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(16) The Messiah has meant from the beginning to be the Savior of the world. This is clear from 
His discourse with Nicodemas and the Samaritan woman at the well, as well as OT prophecy 
and the later teaching of the Apostles. The other sheep are then non-Jews – the Gentiles.  

(17) God loves His son because of His willingness to die for His sheep. 
(18) Of His own free will he dies for the world. Then He was resurrected, so His life was “taken up 

again.” As early as Jn. 3:14, references to His need to die for the church can be seen.  
(19) Note how Jesus’ words continually divide the group to which He is speaking (Jn. 7:48; 9:16). 

For the rulers to accept Jesus they would have to abandon their national hope and look 
forward to a hope that would encompass the entire world. 

(20) It was commonly held among the Jews that demon possession could have supernatural side 
effects (Mt. 12:24). It was an easy way out for them to accuse Jesus of this very thing.  

(21) No demoniac had ever taught like Christ. The examples of demon possession in the NT show 
us that demoniacs were out of control. No demon had ever been known to heal a blind man. 
This called for a display of power beyond that commonly believed to be held by demons. See 
Johnson p. 163 for his 7 practical observations. There will be a 2-month interval between 
verse 21 and verse 22.  

 
87. Mission and Return of the Seventy (Lk. 10:1-24) 
 

a. The Seventy sent out (vv. 1-12) 
 
(1) Jesus chooses an additional seventy disciples to go before Him in His travels. The number 

seventy (or seventy-two) reminds us of the elders appointed by Moses (Num. 11:16) and the 
Sanhedrin. Exactly where these disciples traveled is not known. 

(2) Jesus repeats the language He used when He sent the twelve (also two by two, Mt. 9:37,38). 
They were to pray that the number of “harvesters” would be sufficient. Christ was the Lord of 
Harvest and “the harvest” referred to the multitudes of people who were actually eager to 
learn of the Messiah.  

(3) They were to go in the gentleness and simplicity of lambs. They were putting their lives in 
jeopardy for the Lord, as they would be among the malicious and cruel (wolves).  

(4,5) They were to proceed as they were and not to make preparations. They were not to stop and 
visit on the way, but be about their purpose. When they entered a house the were to give the 
proscribed greeting of “peace.” This greeting was both a prayer and a blessing.  

(6,7) If they received peace and blessing at a particular house they should remain at that house until 
their work in that village was completed. While their teaching might take them house to 
house, they were to reside only in one house per town. They would be worthy of their hire by 
remaining in one place and not have their time consumed by moving from house to house. 

(8,9) They should expect to live the simple life upon entering a city. They were not to attend feasts, 
but were to be about the business of healing the sick and preach to them concerning the 
kingdom. The purpose of the healing as always was to draw attention to the message 
preached.  

(10,11) If they should come into a city and not be received, Jesus instructs them how to behave in the 
presence of those who refused to accept them. Shaking off the dust represented to the city that 
the disciples did not want anything to do with them as well, even to the point of not carry off 
the dust of the city on the bottom of their shoes. Yet, they were to leave a verbal message as 
well as the symbolic one. The kingdom is coming and this city rejects it, therefore inviting the 
condemnation of the kingdom upon their heads.  
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(12) Their witness was greater than Lot’s witness to Sodom, therefore the condemnation against 
these cities would be greater than that brought against Sodom! The more light and truth 
rejected – the greater the condemnation (Lk. 12:47). Do not underestimate the wickedness of 
Sodom and God’s retribution against it. To be compared to Sodom, would be an eye opener to 
any Jewish city. 

 
b.  Woe to impenitent cities (vv. 13-16) 
(13,14) Jesus had done many miracles and much preaching in the areas of Chorazin and Bethsaida 

(possibly near the birthplace of Peter, Andrew, and Philip). Yet, these cities had not repented. 
Tyre and Sidon were ancient heathen cities located on the Mediterranean Sea. (Isa. 23; Ezek. 
26:27,28; 29:18) If similar works had done in these old cities, they would have repented 
wearing their mourning clothes.   

(15,16) Capernaum was even more pitiful than Chorazin and Bethsaida because Jesus had used it as 
His northern headquarters and had spent a large amount of time and effort there. Capernaum 
would be reduced from a place of exaltation to a place of low estate (Hades – the land of the 
dead, not merely the realm of the wicked). With solemn words Jesus closes His instructions to 
the seventy. God will reject anyone and anyplace who rejects Christ and His messengers. 
Today, if one rejects the New Testament, he is making the same mistake.  

 
c.  The Seventy return with joy (vv. 17-20) 
(17) The seventy went on their mission and returned with joy because of the success they met. 

Even the demons were subject to the power they had been given. They were not expecting to 
be able to do this because of the previous experience of the nine apostles (Lk. 9:40).  

(18-20)The fact that the demons were cast out by the seventy gave Jesus an occasion to give a 
prophecy concerning the ultimate downfall of Satan. If the seventy could defeat Satan’s 
agents, then Christ could defeat Satan Himself. Jesus now enlarges the power of the seventy 
by issuing them protection of a physical nature. Yet this protection from physical harm is not 
the main weapon in man’s struggle against Satan (Mt. 13:25; Rom. 16:20; 1 Pet. 5:8). No 
agent or weapon of Satan can touch a believer’s spiritual life, unless that believer allows it to 
(Rom. 8:27-39). 

 
d. Jesus rejoices in the Spirit (vv. 21-24) 
(21) Jesus follows His own advice and rejoices in the Holy Spirit. (Mt. 11:25-27). Jesus 

acknowledges God as the “Lord of heaven and earth.” Jesus is thankful that God had given his 
wisdom to the unlearned and not the “wise.” Why? Those wise in their own minds will refuse 
to receive spiritual truth and ultimately render themselves unable to understand it. “Babes” on 
the other hand, will feed on the previously unknown and grow in their knowledge.  

(22) See Mt. 28:18; Jn. 1:1-5, 41; 17:2. The authority possessed by Jesus included Him being the: 
Revealer, Creator, Redeemer and Judge. No one other than Jesus Christ ever spoke words like 
these. They help us to understand the deity of Christ and His relationship to God the Father. 
Also, these words indicate that we can only understand the things of God that he chooses to 
reveal to us. 

(23,24) Jesus concludes His public prayer before the seventy and now turns privately to the twelve 
apostles. Their presence as witnesses at these events caused them to be especially blessed. 
The scribes and Pharisees hated the revealed truths concerning the Messiah in part because 
they were not first revealed to them. The OT prophets had longed to see the fulfillment of 
their Messianic prophecies. They lived and died in hope and faith that their prophecies would 
indeed come true. ( 2 Sam. 23:5; Job 19:23,24; Isa. 52:7; 1 Pet. 1:10)  
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88. A Lawyer and “The Good Samaritan” (Lk. 10:25-37) 
 

(25) This man was a scholar and teacher of the Law of Moses. The fact that he stood up to speak 
indicates that the meeting took place in a formal setting. His purpose was not to find out the 
truth concerning his question, but to “make trial” of Jesus. Jesus’ answer coupled with the 
lawyer’s answer and the parable gives a truer view of God’s law and prepares the way for the 
acceptance of Gentiles as members of the Kingdom. 

(26,27) Jesus answers the lawyer’s question of “What shall I do to inherit eternal life?” with two 
questions of His own. “What is written in the Law?” and “How readest thou?” Jesus asked 
how the lawyer understood the Law with the regards to this matter. The lawyer quotes Deut. 
6:3; 11:13 and Lev. 19:18. Jesus Himself used a similar summary of the law in Mt. 22:34-40 
when answering another lawyer bent on entrapping Jesus with his question. 

(28,29) Jesus did not give the expected answer and the lawyer was caught off guard. (Compare to the 
rich, young ruler.) The lawyer did not believe that the law would lead him to Jesus as the 
Messiah and so he was probably expecting an answer that would indicate that Jesus was the 
Christ. Now the lawyer is set back on his heels so he is looking for a loophole and replies, 
“Who is my neighbor?” The Pharisees restricted the term neighbor to exclude Gentiles, 
Samaritans, publicans, and anyone else who did not share their particular views. While the 
word neighbor does mean “one who lives nearby,” Jesus broadens the meaning to apply to a 
fellow man in need. 

(30) To explain, “Who we must love as ourselves,” Jesus tells the following parable. It is the story 
of a Jew traveling down the steep narrow road from Jerusalem to Jericho; a road that drops 
over 3,300 feet in just 16 miles along a deep ravine riddled with holes and caves.  

(31) Over 12,000 priests lived in the city of Jericho and served in Jerusalem, so their presence 
along this road was not uncommon, though most usually traveled the longer but safer route 
via Bethlehem. The priest was under moral obligation to help this man, but because of his 
deviant view on physical cleanness, chose to pass on the other side. 

(32) A Levite (priest’s assistant or temple guard) also passed by and failed to render assistance. He 
too showed a selfish indifference to his countryman’s plight. Their conduct was in violation of 
the law (Ex. 23:4,5; Duet. 22:1-4; Isa. 58:7; Mal. 2:6,7). 

(33-35)A Samaritan traveling the road sees the man and has mercy on him. He treated him, took him 
to an inn, took care of him through the remainder of the day and night, and paid for further 
treatment that might be necessary. A Jew would certainly not expect such an act of 
neighborliness from a Samaritan. Oil and wine were commonly used as medicines and 
travelers usually stock a supply of both for just such purposes.  

(36,37) Now the lawyer can answer his own question. The neighbor to the man was the one who 
showed him mercy. There was no honest way for the lawyer to answer this question wrong. 
The lawyer was caught in the very trap he had laid for Jesus. To inherit eternal life the lawyer 
must “go and do likewise.” Note however, that the lawyer avoid saying “the Samaritan” by 
saying instead “the one who showed mercy.”  

 
89. Jesus at the Home of Mary and Martha (Lk. 10:38-42) 
 

(38) Jesus was touring Judea at this time. Jn. 11:1 indicates that Mary and Martha lived in 
Bethany, a village two miles from Jerusalem.  

(39) Martha was probably the eldest of the two sisters. Mary was sitting at Jesus’ feet, which was 
the traditional place of the student.  

(40) Martha was worried and anxious that everything in the household would be in order, so her 
honored guest could be taken care of acceptably. In her frustration she almost reproaches 
Jesus for distracting her sister from her chores.  
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(41) By repeating her name, Jesus calls attention to the fact that what He is about to say is for her 
hearing. Jesus tells Martha that physical cares are not the most important thing that she should 
have on her mind. Her preoccupation with them has distracted her from what is truly 
important. 

(42) Contrasted to the “many things” over which Martha was troubled was the “one thing” which 
is needful. What was this “one thing?’ The proper state of mind for receiving Jesus and His 
words. 

 
90. Prayer Taught and Encouraged (Lk. 11:1-13) 
 

a. The Model Prayer (vv. 1-4) – Compare these verses to Mt. 6:9-13. 
(1) The Lord’s prayerful attitude reminded the disciples of John the Baptist (Lk. 5:33). 
(2) The model prayer first calls upon the Holy Father, the addressee of the prayer. What does 

“hallow” mean? The petition for the kingdom to come is only relevant to us today in the sense 
of the end time. The kingdom exists now, as the church. From the Apostles perspective at the 
time of this prayer, they were looking forward to the kingdom coming.  

(3) After spiritual requests were made, then physical needs could be sought. 
(4) Forgiveness on our part is mandatory if we want to be forgiven. God will not tempt us but His 

providence might take us down a road where temptations exist. We know that we will not be 
tempted beyond that which we are able to bear (1 Cor. 10:13; 2Pet. 2:9). Must we say “in 
Jesus name” when we conclude a prayer? (Jn. 16:23) 

 
b. A friend comes at midnight (vv. 5-8) 
(5,6) This passage teaches us that persistence in prayer is important. 
(7,8) It would be a great bother for the man to get up and give the friend his three loaves, but where 

friendship might not get him out of bed, his friend’s shamelessness will. Compare to the 
apostles’ later teachings such as, “pray without ceasing,” Praying always,” and “praying 
everywhere.” 

 
c. Keep asking, seeking, knocking (vv. 9-13) 
(9,10) Asking must be followed by seeking and searching (Deut. 4:29). When asking does not bring 

relief, then we must seek and ask (Jn. 15:7; 16:23). When obstacles present themselves, as 
closed doorways then knocking must be employed. Apply these three procedures to the 
previous story of the friend at midnight. Asking, seeking and knocking emphasize the 
persistency and earnestness with which prayer must be pursued. 

(11-13)A loaf of bread resembled a large flat stone; some fish resemble snakes (compare Mt. 7:9,10). 
A scorpion of the white variety could roll itself into the shape of an egg. If an earthly parent 
would not give his child a harmful imitation in place of needed food, then God certainly 
would not give useless or harmful spiritual gifts to His children. 

 
91. Accused of Blasphemy, Rebukes the Pharisees (Lk. 11:14-30) 
 

(14) This is possibly the same case recorded in Mt. 12:22. The demon caused the man to be dumb. 
(15,16) Those who object to Jesus healing can be divided into two categories: 1- those who accused 

Him of being in league with the devil and 2- those who wanted additional signs. Jesus will 
deal with these sign-seekers in vv. 29ff.  

(17-20) Jesus will first answer the charge concerning His powers coming from Satan. Basically, He is 
saying that Satan could not cast out Satan. How could Satan be consciously engaged in 
destroying his own kingdom? Some of the Pharisees were casting out demons; if demons 
were cast out by the power of Satan then these Pharisees were also employing Satan. “Finger  
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of God” – compare Ex. 8:19. Note Matthew’s use of “Spirit of God,” namely the power of 
God. 

(21-23) Satan is the strong man – Jesus is the stronger man. The stronger man defeats the strong man 
and takes his possessions for his own. There is no middle ground when it comes to belief in 
Jesus. 

(24-26) The cast-out demon seeks another favorable place to dwell. If he finds no suitable new home, 
he might return back to his original home. If the person has not replaced the unclean spirit 
with a clean converted heart, what is there to stop the unclean spirit from returning? 

(27,28) A woman in the crowd was overcome with the truthfulness of Jesus’ teaching and His 
demonstration of power. Her expressions indicate she was a mother, because these sayings 
contain motherly instincts and feelings. (Compare Lk. 1:42) Is this incident a fulfillment of 
Lk. 1:48? Jesus can be praised by praising His mother. The mother-child relationship is 
indeed a cherished one, but not the most important. Mary is not to be worshipped. Hearing 
and keeping the commandments of God are of the utmost importance. 

(29) Jesus now turns to answer the sign-seekers (v. 16). Why was the generation evil? 1- They 
were unbelieving and, 2- they demanded unreasonable evidences of the Divinity of Jesus. The 
sign they did receive was the sign of Jonah. How would this sign be displayed? 

(30) As Jonah was in the belly of the large fish for three days, so Jesus would be in the heart of the 
earth. Jonah came forth and saved Nineveh; Jesus would come forth and save the world. 

(31) See 1 Ki. 10:1. The queen of Sheba traveled a great distance to hear Solomon. Faith carried 
her on that journey. The preaching of Jesus was greater than any wisdom that Solomon 
possessed.  

(32) Jesus is greater than Jonah. Compared to the Ninevites, those that heard the preaching of Jesus 
should have been ready to repent. 

(33) Jesus uses this illustration often. A light is worthless unless it is put somewhere where it 
would be used. 

(34) Our eye compares to the lamp of the illustration. We use our eye for vision but if it is blurred 
we cannot find our way. The good eye is single (clear, well focused), but the evil eye has 
double vision (confused, mixed together). The Pharisees had spiritual double vision.  

(35,36) A light that consists of darkness is no light at all. The light must illuminate the inner man, as a 
candle illuminates the outer man. These Pharisees had been disputing the signs and works that 
Jesus was doing. They were in darkness, blind, and given over to evil (Jn. 3:19; 2 Cor. 4:4) 

 
92. Dines With a Pharisee (Lk. 11:37-54) – This was previously covered under topic #59. 
 
93. Speaks of Covetousness, Hypocrisy, Preparedness, and His Suffering (Lk. 12:1-59) 
 
 a. A charge to His disciples (vv. 1-12) 

(1) Beware of hypocrisy – While Jesus was dining with the Pharisee (Lk. 11:37-54), a crowd was 
gathering. They were so eager to see and hear Jesus that they trampled each other. Jesus 
addresses His disciples concerning the “leaven of the Pharisees,” namely hypocrisy. The 
Pharisees sought to honor men rather than God. They showed a pretense of being religious but 
were actually devoid of spirituality.  

(2) Mt. 10:26-33 parallels this passage. Jesus is saying that the truth would unmask all things, 
good and evil, pure and hypocritical. 

(3) Many would soon be going into hiding because of persecution. Bold speech would be the best 
for the cause. In Eastern homes the rooftops were used to make public proclamations. 

(4,5) Jesus teaches the fear of God – Fear of God must overcome fear of man. Even though fear of 
man would cause silence, the fear of God should cause them to speak out. Man can only 
condemn the temporal body to destruction; God can condemn the spiritual body to eternal 
destruction.           86 



 (6) Sparrows had hardly any worth to the Jewish people, but God did not forget them. 
(7) Nothing is too small for God to take note of it. If God will not overlook even the smallest or 

insignificant creatures, then he certainly will not overlook man. 
(8,9) Confess Christ before man. The confession or denial of Jesus involved eternal honor or 

everlasting disgrace. The disciples will have to take a stand. A time was fast approaching 
when such a confession could lead to physical death. 

(10) The persecutors would urge the disciples to blaspheme. Blasphemy can be forgiven as long as 
the point of no return is not passed. One commentator says that “blasphemy of the Holy 
Spirit” is the total rejection of the New Testament, which of course would include rejection of 
the plan of salvation, which in turn would preclude forgiveness of sins. 

(11,12) The Holy Spirit would supply the disciples with their defenses against the persecutors. 
Compare Stephen’s defense and Paul’s defenses before the tribunals of Felix and Agrippa. 

 
b. Parable of the Rich Fool (a warning against covetousness) (Lk. 12:13-21) 
(13) A man calls on Jesus to give a decision against his brother. The man’s claim was probably 

just or he would have not brought before someone so well known to oppose injustice. 
(14) Jesus refuses to judge secular matters (compare Lk. 20:25). His kingdom was not of this 

world (Jn. 18:36). This incident gave Jesus the chance to deliver the following parable against 
covetousness.  

(15) What is covetousness? It can be described as greedy and unlawful desire. The use of the word 
“all” implies that there is more than one type of covetousness. Worldly possessions will not 
prolong physical life. How does covetousness apply to the brother who refused to divide his 
inheritance? How about to the brother that demanded the division? 

(16) The man of the parable is honestly wealthy. 
(17) Along with his wealth came anxiety, caused by not having the appropriate place to store his 

wealth. 
(18) Instead of helping the needy or distributing his wealth, the man chose to hoard his goods. 
(19) With his goods safely stored away the man could take it easy because he would have no 

worldly cares. Why is this covetousness? He did certainly not desire his neighbor’s 
possessions. The key word here is greed.  

(20) The man’s earthly “wisdom” can be defined as spiritual folly. In all actuality, he lacked good 
judgment. His life goals were not in alignment with God’s will. Compare the rich man’s plans 
for himself, with the plan that God had in store for him.  

(21) We should be accumulating spiritual riches such as faith, love, and good works. These riches 
and others like them are the ones that will carry us beyond the grave.  

 
c. Do not worry (Lk. 12:22-34) 
(22,23) This teaching appears in a different context as part of the Sermon on the Mount, Mt. 6:25-33. 

The point of the parable of the rich man is now brought home to the disciples. They must have 
their priorities aligned with God’s. Instead of focusing on this earth-life, they should have 
their sights set on the Eternal Kingdom. 

(24) The birds do not “fret” over their next meal; God provides it for them. The birds must still 
work; they must seek their food. Jesus is not discouraging work, just anxiety.  

(25,26) If worry will not increase your height or lengthen your life (two spiritually unimportant 
things), then how will it help you in spiritual matters? The short answer is – it won’t! 

(27,28) The lilies are a colorful group of plants, with more than a dozen varieties growing in 
Palestine. Jesus has taken his argument from food (ravens) to clothing (lilies). The lilies did 
nothing to achieve their beauty while Solomon and his servants had to work continuously to 
keep up his appearance. The dried grass and flowers were used as fuel. They served a useful 
purpose besides being something to look at. The disciples have a longer existence and an even 
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more important work, so surely God will take care of them. Only the faithless would fail to 
see this fact. 

(29,30) Jesus warns against anxiously seeking those things that perish with the using. A firm faith is 
required, material things that are needed will be provided. People who are ignorant of God are 
the ones caught up in worldly cares. They believe that pleasure comes from the things of the 
world.  

(31) The emphasis must be on the kingdom, if so, then material possessions (such as needed) will 
be provided. God will support our earthly life and give eternal life to the righteous. 

(32) This is a term of endearment; the kingdom was yet to be given. As a flock of sheep is 
dependent on their shepherd, so are Christ’s disciples dependent on Him.  

(33,34) Riches are not to be hoarded. Earthly wallets will eventually rot away. A spiritual wallet 
however, will last forever. Spiritual treasures cannot be tampered with by outside forces 
without the consent of the owner. Needless to say our worldly possessions might be stolen or 
destroyed at any moment. Paul paraphrases Jesus – see Col. 3:2. 

 
d. The Faithful Servant and the Evil Servant (vv. 35-48) 
(35,36) Notice these three points: The necessity of being 1-constantly and 2- thoroughly prepared for 

the return of the Savior and the 3- blessedness of watching for it. What does “gird your loins” 
mean? Compare the similar lesson taught in the parable of the ten virgins (Mt. 25:1-13). 

(37,38) Watchfulness is further encouraged by the description of these servants. Their fidelity makes 
them become honored guests. Compare Jn. 13:4-8. The Romans divided night into four 
watches; the second and third watches would be awfully late for the arrival of a guest. The 
Jews originally divided the day into three watches.  

(39,40) The necessity of constant vigilance is illustrated (see parallel in Mt. 24:43-51). The clay and 
thatch of their roofs made their houses easy prey for thieves. The coming of Christ and the 
death of the individual cannot be predicted; therefore we must always be prepared. 

(41) Verses 22 to 40 have been generally directed to disciples, but Peter wanted to know if these 
parables had broader applications. Jesus will not answer directly, but through a continuation 
of His current teaching.  

(42-44) Jesus is especially addressing His disciples, but not exclusively. A steward has two 
requirements he must fulfill: 1-fidelity and 2-wisdom. All Christians can and must be 
stewards. Think about Joseph as Pharaoh’s steward.  

(45,46) The unfaithful steward would take advantage of the master’s absence; he would betray his 
master’s trust. This servant will receive a terrible punishment. Note the fall of this servant: 1- 
a servant of the Lord, 2- entertains an evil thought which 3-results in wickedness, and 4- ends 
in retribution. “Cutting asunder” represents the figure of punishment and not necessarily the 
exact punishment inflicted on the evildoer.  

(47,48) It seems that Jesus is teaching that rewards and punishments will vary according to 
opportunities and abilities (Mt. 25:14-30). The Law of Moses called for different degrees of 
punishment not to exceed 40 stripes. Note: even the ignorant will be punished because 
ignorance is a sin (Lev. 5:17).  

 
e. Christ Brings Division (vv. 49-59) 
(49) Jesus has just stressed the necessity of vigilance and preparedness; this led Him to refer to His 

suffering and the divisions that the gospel would cause. The gospel was the fire; it initiated 
the process of purification, eventually culminating in judgment. Jesus’ work is almost 
complete, the fire is already kindled at this point in His ministry.  

(50) This baptism will be an immersion in suffering, namely the agony of the cross. Remember His 
challenge to James and John as to whether they could withstand His baptism or not (Mt. 
20:22; Mk. 10:32). Jesus lived daily with the cross on His mind. 
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(51,52) Strife and persecution are to be expected as results of preaching and practicing the gospel of 
Christ. Peace can be brought to an evil world by destroying error; thus there will be strife and 
division, even within families and households. 

(53) Even those bound by the closest blood ties would be divided. 
(54) Compare to Mt. 5:25ff and 16:1ff. This is a sign that was familiar to the people. Jesus is 

rebuking the people because they claim to be able to discern the signs portending the Messiah. 
(55) The south wind came off the Arabian Desert and the west wind came off the Great Sea (job 

37:17). They should have been able to understand the coming of Christ. 
(56,57) “This time” – began with John the Baptist. Two storms were rising, political and spiritual. 

They could have easily seen the storms brewing, but they made no provisions for the trouble 
ahead. The teachings of John and Jesus were so plain that no further warning should have 
been necessary. 

(58,59) Jesus appeals to the people to avert the coming disasters. Some scholars feel that Jesus is 
saying the people could be reconciled to God the Father if they did so before the judgment. 
However, most commentators feel that Jesus is specifically discussing His Messiahship and 
the impending destruction of Jerusalem. 

 
94. Repent or Perish: Barren Fig Tree (Lk. 13:1-9) 
 

(1) The specific Galileans mentioned here are not identified. For a man’s blood to be mingled 
with his own sacrifice would stand as a curse to the Jewish people. 

(2) These who were bringing up this incident were trying to divert Jesus’ attention and teaching 
in another direction. Many wish to talk of other problems (death, sins) rather than focus on 
their own.  The prevalent idea was that suffering was caused by sin. Jesus does not deny that 
these Galileans were sinners, but only that their sins were no greater than the sins of those 
present.  

(3) Jesus brings their sins to the forefront. This is a warning and a rebuke to these men who 
brought up this story to Jesus. The choice is clear: repent or perish. 

(4,5) The location of this tower or the identities of these 18 people are not important, but the point 
is to reemphasize the lesson.  

(6) (This parable is only recorded by Luke.) Compare to the parable of Isaiah 5. The fig tree was 
taken care of and cultivated; it was expected to bear fruit. 

(7-9) Three years represents the time given for the tree to produce. Could the three years also 
correspond to Jesus’ ministry? By the end of three years the tree should have brought forth 
fruit. The owner refused to waste anymore time or labor on the tree. The barren tree would be 
removed to make way for something more fruitful. The gardener begged for one more chance 
to cultivate the tree to fruitfulness. How does this parable apply to the Jewish nation? To 
sinners in general?  

 
95. Healing on the Sabbath (Lk. 13:10-17) 
 

(10) Jesus frequently taught in the synagogue, a practice continued by His apostles after His 
ascension. 

(11) The woman had curvature of the spine, which was attributed to demonic possession. She was 
a Jewess and had suffered the ailment for 18 years. 

(12,13) Jesus performs this miracle publicly and the effects as usual are immediate. There is no 
evidence to show that the woman came to Jesus with the intentions of being healed, but only 
by the providence of God arrive did she arrive at the synagogue at this very moment. The 
widow at Nain is another example of an unsolicited miracle. 
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(14) The ruler of the synagogue was a coward. While his anger was directed at Jesus, his wrath 
was directed toward the people. Each synagogue had a ruler in charge to make sure that the 
services were held in an orderly fashion. Note: Nothing done here broke the Sabbath. The 
rebuke was unfounded in the first place and directed towards the wrong party in the second 
place. 

(15) Jesus condemns the entire class of people who believed as this ruler believed. Compare 
“adversaries” in verse 17. How were they hypocrites? 1-They disguised their hatred for Jesus 
under a pretended zeal for the Sabbath. 2- Their zeal for the Sabbath was insincere, as Jesus 
points out. Jesus had broken their tradition, not the Sabbath. 

(16) Jesus presents three contrasts that show that His actions are superior to theirs. 1- Jesus blessed 
a woman, while they blessed an ox. 2- He loosed the woman from a debilitating disease, while 
they let the ox out of a comfortable stall. 3- He relieved an affliction of 18 years, while they 
relieved a problem that was only a few hours old at the most! Jesus also mentions Satan’s 
hand in this woman’s affliction. 

(17) This wisdom silenced the narrow-minded rulers. The following two parables indicate the 
nature of victories yet to come. 

 
96. Parables on Mustard Seed and Leaven (Lk. 13:18-21) 
 

(18,19) See also Mt. 13:31-33 and Mk. 4:31,32. The point is well taken from the Matthew passage; 
namely, the greatest of herbs comes from the smallest of seeds. It is the nature of God’s Kingdom to 
grow. 
(20,21) The kingdom is like leaven because it will influence whatever it comes in contact with. The 
truth of God implanted will influence a life and that life will influence other lives around it.  

 
97. At the Feast of Dedication (Jn. 10:22-38) – See Johnson’s comments on this feast p. 164. 
 

(22,23) The feast occurred during December. Since this feast celebrated national deliverance and was 
very patriotic (from the Jewish standpoint), the rulers used it as an opportune time to tempt 
Jesus. Solomon’s porch was under cover and sheltered from the winter weather. 

(24) The Jews were trying to get “evidence” against Jesus. Verse 31 indicates that their minds 
were already made up. 

(25) His teachings and works proved that Jesus was the Messiah of the OT; unfortunately the 
Pharisees were looking for a different kind of Messiah. (See Jn. 5:19; 8:36, 56, 58.) 

(26) Lack of proof did not cause their unbelief, but their unwillingness to accept that proof. Jn. 
7:17 indicates who will recognize Jesus as the Son of God. 

(27,28) “Eternal life” occurs 44 times in the NT, with 23 of these occurrences attributed to John. It 
implies a blessed immortality, an endless existence in a state of bliss as opposed to an endless 
existence in a state of punishment (Mt. 25:46). Our existence never ceases, it only moves 
down one of these pathways. Spiritual life is a gift from Christ. Eternal life is the inheritance 
of all who have been born of water and the Spirit.   

(29) Does this verse teach the impossibility of apostasy? Compare this passage to Rom. 8:38,39 in 
light of Heb. 6:4-8 and Lk. 8:13. We cannot be taken from God against our will, but we can 
choose to leave. 

(30) This unity of power described in verse 29 carries over from the general unity between Jesus 
and the Father.  

(31) They based their intentions on Lev. 24:14-16 and 1 Kings 21:10.  
(32) What crime has Jesus committed? Which of His good works was sin? 
(33) They claimed Jesus was merely human and not God, therefore He was a blasphemer in their 

eyes. They would have been right – if Jesus was only a man!  
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(34) Ps. 82:6 – If you call your judges gods and your people children of God, what blasphemy is 
there in being the Son of God. 

(35,36) The OT coupled with the works and life of Jesus gave Him the right to this title, while these 
Pharisees were laying claim to titles that they did not deserve. (Ex. 22:28) Remember, to try 
and learn the complete character of Jesus from His confrontations with the angry mobs would 
be a mistake. Faithful conclusions concerning His character can only be reached upon a study 
of His entire life.  

(37,38) Once again Jesus calls for them to judge Him on His works and manner of life, not just His 
words. How is the Father in Christ? The Father is the Divine life that animated and controls 
the man Christ. How is Christ in the Father? Because Jesus is a complete partner in the Divine 
nature of the Godhood, He is in the Father.  

 
98. Escapes to a Place Beyond Jordan (Jn. 10:39-42) 
 

(39) They wanted to arrest Jesus. This escape was probably not miraculous, but obviously 
providential. This concludes Jesus’ three months of ministry in Jerusalem. During this 
ministry he had been mobbed twice and subjected to two arrest attempts. During this time the 
Jews had begun to plan for His assassination. 

(40) Perhaps a more friendly reception could be had in this region where John had preached so 
thoroughly.  

(41) Jesus’ presence brought John back to the minds of the people of the region. While John had 
used no overt miracles to prove his ministry, his prophesies concerning Jesus were now seen 
to be true. 

(42) Note the contrast to the few Jesus was able to convince during the Jerusalem ministry. 
 
99. Enroute to Jerusalem, The Narrow Gate, Warned Against Herod (Lk. 13:22-35) 
 
 a. The Narrow Way (vv. 22-33) 
 

(22) It is hard to ascertain exactly where Jesus was touring. It might have been either Galilee or 
Peria. However, His destination was clear – Jerusalem. 

(23) A Jew, because of the narrow view he possessed of God’s chosen ones, probably posed this 
question. The story of the conversion of Cornelius shows that even Jewish proselytes held this 
view of exclusitivity. Jesus turns the point of the question away from the actual number to be 
saved and towards how to be among that number.  

(24) Compare to Mt. 13:13,14. These people should strive (literally agonize) to enter the narrow 
gate. Jesus indicates here that many will not be saved. 

(25) The time to enter the narrow way is limited; when it expires no one can enter no matter what. 
So promptness is part of the act of obedience that it takes to gain entrance. 

(26) Those left outside will plead that they do know the Lord and will bring up instances where 
they communed with Him. They will make excuses as to why they are not prepared.  

(27) No amount of pleading will save them after their fate is sealed. “The door would not be 
narrow if it opened to excuses.” 

(28) Gnashing indicates intense pain and anguish. Not only will they weep because of their 
rejection, but because of other’s acceptance.  

(29) Salvation is not for the Jews only, but for all the earth. (Isa. 45:6; 49:6) Gentiles can become 
spiritual descendants through faith (Heb. 11:8-19) and can participate in the Kingdom of God 
on earth (Col. 1:13) and in heaven (2 Pet. 1:11). This answers the ethnocentrism of the Jews. 

(30) The present relations will be so reversed as to exclude those who would have been most 
favored guests and allow those who would have been least likely to be invited to attend.  
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(31) This was probably a ruse by Herod Antipas to get Jesus out of his territory. It is very unlikely 
these Pharisees were really trying to protect Jesus, but instead were doing the bidding of 
Herod. The reply made by Jesus substantiates this thinking.  

(32) Jesus recognizing the cunning of Herod sends him a message in reply. 
(33) Jesus predicts His own end. He was headed for His end and that end must take place in 

Jerusalem. 
 
b. Jesus laments over Jerusalem (vv. 34,35) 
 
(34) Compare Mt. 23:37-39. The history of Jerusalem was that the inhabitants had always 

persecuted the prophets of God. This lamentation shows the love that Jesus possessed for this 
city and her people. 

(35) The Jews and Jerusalem had rejected Jesus, therefore their city, their temple, and even their 
race was doomed to destruction. 

 
100. Dining With A Pharisee (Lk. 14:1-24) 
 
 a. A man with dropsy healed on the Sabbath (vv. 1-6) 
 

(1) This Pharisee probably lived in Perea. The Sabbath could be kept in quiet conversation (Neh. 
8:10). The purpose of inviting Jesus was probably to try and find evidence against Him.  

(2) This man’s presence may have been planned, but verse four shows that he had not been 
invited to eat. Dropsy was a disease that caused water blisters over the entire body.  

(3) Jesus turns the tables on the Pharisees and lawyers by asking them if it is lawful to heal on the 
Sabbath. They would not answer because regardless of how they replied, their case would not 
be served. If they said “yes,” then they could not accuse Jesus; if they said “no,” they would 
appear unmerciful and heartless. 

(4) By keeping their peace they allowed Jesus to perform the healing unhindered. Because of the 
way Jesus posed His question their silence acted as their consent. Jesus laid hands on the man 
and he was healed. 

(5,6) Compare Mt. 12:11,12. The Jews would use much labor to save an ox on the Sabbath day. 
Once again the Pharisee chose silence as the least form of embarrassment. 

 
b. Take the lowly place (vv. 7-14) 

This section contains the first two of three parables to be delivered on this occasion. 1- (vv. 7-
11) The conduct of those invited to a feast. 2-(vv. 12-14) Against those who would invite only 
those from whom they could receive something. And, 3-(vv. 16-24) corrections of false views 
concerning blessings of the Messianic Kingdom. 

 
 (7) The chief seat was at the center of the table and designated for the guest of honor. 

(8,9) The seating arrangement should be left to the host; a humble seat should be taken if not 
designated. Only an egocentric person would presume to take the chief seat. The host could 
ask you to move if you took a seat above your station. It is better to be invited to higher place 
than to be requested to move to a lower one. The only seat left will be the seat furthest from 
the center.  

(10) If on the other hand you take the humblest seat, you may be invited to move up. The truth 
being taught in this parable is that humility leads to exaltation.  

(11) Pride comes before the fall. The principle can be applied in secular and spiritual affairs. 
Compare Prov. 16:18; Ezek. 21:26; Lk. 18:14; Mt. 23:12.  
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(12) Many have selfish motives when inviting guests. What can they return to me? Jesus lists four 
groups who would probably invite you back. If these any of these groups are chosen and then 
they invite you back, then you have accomplished nothing as far as charity is concerned. 

(13) These groups should be chosen so that charity can be shown not to mock them. Those in need 
of charity should take precedence over those just wanting to be social.  

(14) A reward will come to the charitable. The exchange of entertainments has its earthly rewards, 
while a feast prepared for the downcast has a heavenly reward (Mt. 25:31-46).  

 
c. The Parable of the Great Supper (vv. 15-24) 
 
(15) What this man meant is subject to much discussion among the commentators. 1- A literal 

earthly feast ushering in an earthly Messianic Kingdom. 2- Spiritual bread in a spiritual 
kingdom. 

(16) This parable will contradict the notion that all Jews will be partakers of the kingdom and that 
no Gentiles will be present. 

(17) This was the second invitation. Compare to Esther 5:8; 6:14. The guests were to come at once. 
(18-20) Each made excuses of the following nature: 1- Their business or pleasure was more important 

than the banquet, 2- they set little value on the feast or its host (and note that the disrespect 
progresses as we examine the excuses) a- necessity, b- a reason, c- impudently blunt. Note the 
element of newness. Could Paul have had this parable in mind when he wrote 1 Cor. 7:29-33? 
We must be warned by these excuses not to be hindered by 1- love of possessions, 2- affairs 
of business or 3- social ties.  

(21) These people could have lain aside their earthly cares long enough to attend the feast. The 
feast would not be wasted; people from the streets would be invited, including those of the 
lowest classes.  

(22) The servant obeyed his master and still the feast was not full. 
(23) The servant was sent to the places where the lowest of all classes could be found. 
(24) Those that rejected the feast showed themselves unworthy of the feast in the first place. The 

gospel had been offered to the Jews and they refused it. Gentiles and others more worthy 
would now receive the blessings first extended to the Jews. 

 
101. The Cost of Discipleship (Lk. 14:25-35) 
 
 a. Leaving all to follow Christ (vv. 25-33) 
 

(25) As Jesus continued his journey to Jerusalem a great crowd followed. A similar speech in a 
different context can be found in Mt. 10:37,38 and Mk. 9:50. 

(26) “Hate not” would be more understandably translated “loves less.” Jesus is simply telling the 
disciples that He must come first on their priority list. (Compare Mt. 10:37.) Paul displayed 
this attitude in Acts 20:24.  

(27) Nothing can come between Christ and us, not family, friends, possessions or even or own 
lives. Each will have his own cross to bear. How can we have different crosses?  

(28) A wise man will calculate the costs before launching a project. Prudence and wisdom are part 
of being a Christian. Contrast this to our charismatic friends today. 

(29,30) Jesus is not trying to discourage discipleship, but instead warning us against undertaking such 
a job unprepared or in a lighthearted or frivolous manner. Those who set out to be disciples, 
but cannot complete their task will be mocked by the world. 

(31) Jesus repeats the same thought. You do not enter a battle headlong, but plan strategically and 
carefully.  

(32) If the enemy cannot be met on common ground, then terms should be met while the enemy is 
afar off and has not yet discovered your weaknesses.      93 



(33) A false start or a hopeless stand are not things that a true disciple of Christ will attempt. 
 
b. Tasteless salt is worthless (vv. 34,35) 
 
(34,35) Salt is used as an example of a preservative (Mt. 5:13; Mk. 9:50). A true disciple is like good 

salt, but the Lord will discard a useless or false disciple. They are not even good enough to be 
put on the compost pile! “He who has ears to hear, let him hear,” warns the listener of the 
deep meaning in Christ’s words. Compare the context of Mt. 11:15; 13:43; Lk. 8:8. 

 
102. Three Parables (Lk. 15:1-32) 
 
 a. Introduction (vv. 1,2) 
 

(1) These parables were probably delivered the day after Jesus dined with the Pharisee. The 
publicans were tax collectors who more often than not exacted more tax than necessary from 
the Jews. They were hated for their occupation; the sinners were hated because of their 
offences against the Law. The context leads us to believe that these people were more than 
curious, but indeed felt a need to know more of Jesus. 

(2) The Pharisees (or separatists) had been in existence as a sect for about 150 years at the time of 
Christ’s ministry. The scribes (sometimes called the lawyers or doctors of the Law) preserved, 
copied and expounded the Law and the traditions. Both of these groups were frequently heard 
murmuring against Jesus on account of His eating with sinners and instructing them. These 
publicans and sinners were the very ones from which the Pharisees would separate 
themselves. Jesus speaks three parables to address the feelings of the Pharisees and make it 
known to the publicans and the sinners that they could be acceptable in His sight. 

 
b. Parable of the Lost Sheep (vv. 3-7) 
 
(3) Jesus had previously spoken this parable in Mt. 18:12,13. 
(4) Jesus knows that if the circumstances He describes occurred, that these men would take 

action; how much quicker would God take action if one of His sheep were endangered? The 
99 represents respectability in the eyes of the Jews and the one represents a departure from 
that respectability.  

(5) The sheep is weak and the shepherd demonstrates His willing affection. 
(6) The neighbors knew of the loss and were concerned. The Pharisees were not very good 

neighbors or they would have sympathized with his actions. 
(7) Jesus concludes and applies the parable: one sinner returned causes joy in heaven. Contrast 

this to the grumbling of the Pharisees. For the sake of the argument Jesus allows the Pharisees 
to be compared to the 99. Then by their own words condemn them!  

 
c. Parable of the Lost Coin (vv. 8-10) 
 
(8) The coin was lost and its hiding place was concealed from human sight. The former parable 

would have been interesting to the men present while this one was directed towards the 
women to make the same point. 

(9) The woman was poor; she searched diligently for her (17¢) coin. She and her neighbors 
rejoiced upon finding the coin. 

(10) Joy among the angels corresponds to joy in heaven. Perhaps Jesus sought to shame the 
Pharisees out of their murmuring? 
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 d. The Parable of the Lost Son (vv. 11-32) 
 

(11) It would be safe to say that the eldest son represents the Pharisees (those that profess religion) 
and the younger son represents the publicans and sinners (those who are irreligious).  

(12) The more childish and easily deceived son asked for his portion, probably 1/3 of the 
inheritance. It was not general practice for the Jews to divide their worth during their 
lifetimes, but it was not unheard of (Abraham, Gen. 25:1-6). 

(13) The younger son sought to escape the authority of his father as sinners seek to escape God’s 
authority. Note how the parable depicts the pathway of sin: 1- indulgence (vv. 12,13), 2- 
misery (vv. 14-16), 3- repentance (vv. 17-20), and 4- forgiveness (vv. 20-24). 

(14) Sin will not satisfy for long, look at drug addiction for example. When sin brings us to this 
point of famine and want, we begin to search for a way out. The easiest and quickest way to 
recovery would be to reach out to the Father, however the lost son still thinks he can take care 
of himself.  

(15) This was the bottom of the barrel, especially to a Jew. They abhorred pigs and refused to even 
call them by their name, but instead referred to them as “the other thing.” 

(16) The swine were probably fed with carob bean pods or husks; the young man was so hungry he 
was ready to eat this food fit only for the swine. 

(17) The young man finally realizes the sad state of his existence. He sees the folly of wasting his 
inheritance. While his father’s servants were warm and filled, he was starving. 

(18,19) The son repented and now rehearses his confession. The son still trusted the father to take care 
of him regardless of the sins he had committed. He makes no excuses or apologies for sin but 
confesses them fully and takes the blame for them on his own shoulders. The connection 
between confession and repentance can be seen in such passages as 2 Sam. 12:13; Prov. 
28:13; Hos. 14:2; 1 Jn. 1:9,10. He truly was not worthy to be called a son; he had forfeited his 
rights to that title. However, he was willing to become a hired servant. 

(20) Repentance is more than an impulse, but instead a journey. The father was waiting and 
expecting his son; the father was moved with compassion to receive his son. He was 
welcomed home as if he was a model son. 

(21) The son makes his confession as he had rehearsed it; some versions omit “make me as one of 
the hired servants.” 

(22-24) The father was prepared to accept the return of his son. The best robe was brought as well as 
a ring and shoes. This honorable dress was an outward sign of the son’s inward change. The 
fatted calf was customarily killed for an honored guest. The father testifies that his son has 
been reborn. He was dead to that which was righteous, now alive to that which is good. 
Compare this parable to that of the lost sheep and the lost coin. 

(25) The evidences of joy (see vv. 7 and 10) in this case were music and dancing. This is the joy at 
which the Pharisees had murmured, namely the repentance of the publicans and sinners. 

(26,27) Instead of investigating on his own, the older brother betrays his selfishness by sending a 
“footboy” to see what is going on. The news returned by the servant should have been good 
news. The attitude of the servant seems to indicate that he thought it was. 

(28) The word for angry here is “deep-seated wrath” as opposed to a temporary fit of passion. He 
refused to participate in the celebration, or even enter the house. He lacked brotherly love and 
respect for his father. The father not wishing that anyone be unhappy now goes out to entreat 
the older son. 

(29) The elder son justifies himself in the true Pharisaic spirit (Lk. 18:11,12; Rom. 3:9). He feels 
his father has cheated him. 

(30) He disclaims his brother, continues to contrast his righteous life to his brother’s sinful life. 
The elder brother has tried to condemn his father for sanctioning the life of the younger 
brother while being ungrateful to him. He feels neglected and abused.  

95 



(31) The father addresses the son calmly. The father reminds his son that all his possessions are co-
owned by the son. The father was not proposing to give away the elder sons inheritance. 

(32) The father explains that the situation called for merrymaking; remember the elder son did not 
hear his brother’s confession of sin. We do not know how the older brother reacted to his 
father’s explanation, but we do know how the Pharisees reacted to the teaching of Jesus. Only 
40 years will pass before the Jews lost their inheritance. Note the efforts of the Savior 
displayed in the Parable of the Lost Sheep (compassion) and the Lost Coin (value of the soul). 
Then note the efforts of man in the Parable of the Lost Son. Also note the progression from 1 
out of 100 sheep to 1 out of 10 coins to 1 out of 2 sons. 

 
103. The Unrighteous Steward (Lk. 16:1-18) 
 

(1) A steward was in charge of the household stores; he had the authority to buy and sell in the 
name of the master. This steward was accused of wasting his master’s goods. The steward 
does not deny the charge. 

(2) The master demands an accounting of the steward’s work and then fires him from his job. 
(3) The steward did not know how he would make his living; he was too weak to do physical 

labor and too proud to beg. It seems that the steward would rather cheat and lie to secure his 
living than work or beg.  

(4) If he were to be fired, then he would make some friends using his position. Then he would 
rely on these knew found friends to take care of him when he was without a job. 

(5-7) He put his plan into effect quickly, because he did not know how much longer he had. He 
began seeing his master’s debtors one by one. The first owed about 800 gallons of oil. The 
steward reduced the debt by one-half. The second debtor owed 1100 bushels of wheat and the 
steward reduced his debt by 20%.  

(8) Even though he was cheated the lord admired the shrewdness of this steward. The steward is 
still dismissed. Jesus is not condoning the man’s unrighteousness, but instead is making a 
point concerning making the best of a bad situation. The point: Men of the world sometimes 
use better judgment when dealing with worldly matters than disciples of Jesus do with respect 
to spiritual matters. 

(9) Jesus says that believers should show better judgment in their dealings with one another than 
crooks do with other crooks. Even our worldly possessions must be dealt with sensibly. Those 
who we help in this world will welcome us with open arms into heaven. 

(10) The right use of money and seeking the welfare of others applies not only to those who have 
abundance, but also to those who have little. Those who are not faithful concerning little 
things cannot be expected to be faithful concerning more important things. 

(11) Notice the contrast between “unrighteous mammon” and “true riches.” If the disciples cannot 
be trusted with money, they certainly cannot be trusted with spiritual riches. 

(12) You must prove you deserve something of your own by taking care of that which belongs to 
others. 

(13) See Gal. 1:10 and Jas. 4:4. How can you travel north and south at the same time? You go 
nowhere. Equal service cannot be given, therefore one master must be chosen. 

(14) The Law, the prophets and the kingdom. The Pharisees were covetous when it came to 
money. To “scoff” means to “turn up your nose.” Jesus’ teaching concerning the use of 
money was a joke to them. 

(15) God despises inward unrighteousness no matter how the outer man appears. That is, the 
Pharisees were no better off the sinners and publicans in God’s eyes. 

(16) Jesus introduces the idea of the new dispensation. The Pharisees had perverted the Law to the 
degree that in men’s eyes they appeared righteous. 

(17) Jesus did not destroy the law or set it aside, he fulfilled the Law. Col. 2:14. Even the smallest 
requirements of the Law must be completed and adhere to.     96 



(18) As an illustration of a flagrant violation of God’s natural law for man, Jesus uses divorce and 
remarriage. 

 
104. The Rich Man and Lazarus (Lk. 16:19-31) 
 

(19) If the preceding parable illustrates how riches are to be used, then this parable teaches the 
consequences of not using them correctly. To be able to clothe yourself in purple and linen 
was a mark of both riches and royalty. His continual banqueting further shows the luxury in 
this man’s life. He is a Jew and believes he is entitled to every blessing because of his 
heritage.  

(20) The word for beggar (one who crouches) is usually translated “poor.” No proof to show that is 
Lazarus of John 11. He was in dire straits with physical problems that caused him to be 
handicapped, as well as be covered with sores. 

(21) The contrast between the rich man and Lazarus is obvious: 1-clothing, fine apparel vs. sores; 
2- food, banquet vs. crumbs; 3-companions, brethren and servants vs. dogs; 4-attitude, self-
satisfied vs. humble; and 5-wants, luxuries vs. necessities. 

(22) Relief came to the beggar in the form of death. His soul was carried to paradise.  
(23) Hades is the land or place of the departed spirits. Since both the beggar and rich man had died 

they were in Hades, however the Hadean world is divided into two distinct sections. The 
contrast between the rich man and the beggar are reversed in the after-life. To the Jew there 
could be no higher position of honor than reaching Abraham’s bosom.  

(24) The rich man is now the beggar and asks for a crumb of comfort. This parable well describes 
the nature of eternal suffering. Because the rich man had abused his stewardship, he has no 
eternal reward other than punishment. (See v. 9.)  

(25) Abraham acknowledges his kinship with the rich man, but this blood bond will not avail him 
anything after death. Abraham continues the contrast. 

(26) The separation between paradise and torments is fixed and cannot be bridged, contrary to 
many beliefs held in the religious world.  

(27) The rich man’s second request is on behalf of his brethren. 
(28) The rich man believes that Lazarus could return from the grave and save his five brothers. 

God does not count kindness to kindred for righteousness sake, it is expected (Lk. 6:32-35). 
(29) The Law of Moses was sufficient for these brethren; either they followed it or they would end 

up alongside their brother. The phrase “let them hear them” infers obedience. 
(30) The rich man argues for the miraculous sign. Compare to the Pharisees always calling on 

Jesus for a sign. Scriptural guidance is better than a sign. 
(31) Abraham gives the final answer: if Moses is rejected then so would one raised from the dead 

also be rejected. This is a direct prophecy of the rejection of the risen Christ by the majority of 
the Jews. Also note that Jesus had already raised the dead and was about to demonstrate this 
power again with a man aptly named Lazarus. 

 
105. Offenses, Faith and Service (Lk. 17:1-10) 
 

(1) By this time some of Jesus’ disciples had become unfaithful. Compare 1 Cor. 11:19 and Rom. 
14:13. 

(2) It is better to suffer physical death than to cause a child of God to stumble. The millstone 
mentioned here is a small hand stone, but it is of a size large enough to hold a man 
underwater. The “little ones” represent beginners in the faith. 

(3) We should be responsible for our own actions, but if we know of a brother sinning then he 
should be rebuked (“to charge under penalty”). If he repents then he is forgiven. 

97 



(4) The seven times simply represents a great number of times. The meaning is that as often as 
one sins and repents they are forgiven. Notice that forgiveness of sins is conditional upon the 
sinner’s repentance. 

(5) The Apostles felt that they were deficient in this area and wanted more faith. This is a prayer 
that we all should be praying today. 

(6) Jesus tells of the power of faith. For the mulberry tree to be uprooted and moved would be a 
great undertaking because it is a deeply rooted tree. Some commentators feel that Jesus is 
specifically referring to the measure of faith that the Apostles needed to fulfill their duties. 
Compare to Mt. 17:20.  

(7) The Apostles should not get puffed up over their faith; they are still servants of a higher 
master. Not even the Apostles could complete their whole duty; their work is never finished. 
Explain how Paul “finished his course.” (2 Tim. 4:7) 

(8) Sometimes a servant is called upon to perform extra duties. But a faithful servant will obey 
every command of his master. 

(9) Special thanks are not in order. The faithful servant gives of his time and energy and expects 
nothing in return. 

(10) The servants of Christ are to serve Him faithfully, no matter what the service. Sometimes the 
service will be pleasant (singing, praying, worshipping) but other times unpleasant (bearing 
heavy burdens, suffering persecutions). Some servants will perform services others cannot. 
For example: miracles. Even when we have done God a great service, we are still unprofitable 
(not useless). In this context “unprofitable” means “having rendered no service beyond that 
which is due.” 

 
106. To Bethany to Raise Lazarus (Jn. 11:1-46) 
 
 a. The Death of Lazarus (vv. 1-16) 
 

(1) Many commentators have speculated as to why only John recorded such a powerful story as 
the resurrection of Lazarus. Because of Jn 12:10 many believe that Matthew, Mark, and Luke 
were directed by the Holy Spirit to shield the resurrected Lazarus and his family form harm 
by not recording the events. John who wrote much later than the other three would have 
published his Gospel after the danger had passed. By reading Jn.12:1-11, Mt. 26:6-13 and Mk. 
14:1-9 we get a good picture of this family whom Jesus loved. It appears they were somewhat 
rich in earthly possessions. Bethany was located about two miles across a valley from 
Jerusalem on the Eastern slope of the Mount of Olives. 

(2) John will describe this anointment of the Lord in Jn. 12:1-11. The New Testament refers to 
five prominent women named Mary. 1- The mother of Jesus, 2- Magdalene, 3-the mother of 
Mark, 4- the wife of Cleophas, and 5- the sister of Lazarus and Martha. 

(3) Notice that they only report their troubles and do not request any action on Jesus’ part. 
(4) The reason for the sickness was so Jesus could demonstrate the glory of God. The death was 

merely a preceding incident so that the real purpose could be manifested, namely, the 
resurrection and the teaching that followed it. 

(5) Jesus loved this family. This explains why they contacted Jesus and that He delayed coming 
to them for some other reason than indifference.  

(6) Jesus delayed for two possible reasons: 1- to finish His Perean ministry and 2- by delaying 
His blessing He might enlarge it. Was it immoral for Christ to do this?  

(7,8) The disciples would be opposed to returning to the land of His enemies. They had come under 
much persecution the last time they were in Judea; even to the point of Jesus being assaulted.  

(9,10) “Day” represents the period of time Jesus was allotted to walk this earth. “Night” represents 
the time when the Jews could bring Him into custody, try Him, and have Him crucified. As 
long as God purposed Jesus to walk this earth no man could alter His progress.  98 



(11,12) Jesus speaks of death as sleep (Lk. 8:52). The reason the disciples misunderstood Jesus was 
because of what was said in verse 4. They saw sleep as the conclusion of the sickness and the 
beginning of the road to recovery.  

(13,14) Jesus must correct the disciples’ misconception; Lazarus is dead. If Lazarus were literally 
sleeping the disciples would have reason to believe that he was getting better and Jesus would 
not be needed to return to Judea.  

(15) If Jesus to had been present before Lazarus’ death, He would have been encouraged to heal 
him. To resurrect Lazarus would stand as striking proof of His divine power. 

(16) Thomas means to die with Christ (v. 8). He could not mean to die with Lazarus since he was 
already dead. Thomas gives us an early indication of his lack of faith in the true powers of 
Jesus Christ. Even the resurrection of Lazarus would not sustain his faith (Jn. 20:24-29). One 
thing about Thomas that cannot be questioned however is his loyalty since he was willing to 
return and die. 

 
b. I Am the Resurrection and the Life (vv. 17-27) 
 
(17) The two previous records of Jesus raising someone from the dead occurred immediately or 

soon after the death. In this case four days have passed. This is a miracle to be only surpassed 
by His resurrection.  

(18) Bethany was about two miles from Jerusalem, taking a furlong to be about 600 feet. 
(19) Jewish custom provided for seven days of public mourning for near relatives. However, the 

custom was for burial to be performed on the day of death. A total of 30 days of private 
mourning were also prescribed.  

(20) Martha, as always impetuous, goes out to meet Jesus. Exactly why Jesus paused is not known. 
Mary remained in the house. 

(21,22) Martha gives a lament, states a conviction concerning faith in Jesus and adds a reproach 
concerning His tardiness – all in two sentences. What she had in mind in v. 22 is hard to say. 
Based on vv. 24 and 39 it is hard to believe that she meant for Jesus to pray for Lazarus to be 
raised from the dead. 

(23,24) The Jews (with the exception of the Sadducees) believed in the ultimate resurrection. Jesus is 
setting Martha up for the teaching of v. 25.  

(25) Jesus makes a claim to be the Resurrection. That is, He will open every grave and call the 
dead out. His resurrection was for all humanity, and through it we have our victory over 
death. Jesus is declaring the same truth here as He did to the Samaritans (the Water of Life) 
and the Galileans (Bread of Life).   

(26) Those dead and alive in Christ will be given eternal life. Physical death will only be a change 
to a better existence. 

(27) Martha repeats the only creed of the true Apostolic New Testament Church of Christ: Jesus is 
the Son of God. (Mt. 16:16; Jn. 6:68,69; 20:31; 1 Jn. 5:1-5.) 

 
c.  Jesus and Death; the Lost Enemy (vv. 28-37) 
 
(28) The secrecy was so that Mary might have a private word with Jesus. Jesus had asked to see 

her. 
(29) Mary was quick to go to Jesus. 
(30) Jesus was still waiting some two miles outside of Bethany. 
(31) The Jewish custom would have mourners accompany Mary; they presumed they were going 

to the tomb. Their presence prevented Mary from having a private interview with Jesus. 
(32) The act of falling at His feet depicts: 1- her grief, 2- her dependence on Jesus and 3- her faith 

in Him. If the Lord had been present, Mary and Martha believed their brother would not have 
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(33) The wailing of the hypocritical Jews filled Jesus with indignation. 
(34) Instead of pausing to console Mary, he asked for the location of the tomb. He wanted all 

present to come to the tomb so that they might witness His true reason for coming. 
(35) Jesus shed tears of sympathy and grief. In this short verse we can clearly see the kinship of 

Jesus to mankind. 
(36,37) The Jews knew of the miracle of Jn. 9:1-13. They saw no reason why Jesus could not have 

performed a similar one here. Perhaps they were showing contempt for Jesus by thinking 
something like, “If He could heal a blind man, why couldn’t He heal Lazarus?” 

 
d. Lazarus Raised From the Dead (vv. 38-46) 
 
(38) The tomb was sealed with a stone. It was probably a natural cave.  
(39) Martha probably thought that Jesus only wished to view the remains; therefore she suggested 

that the smell would be unbearable. These words show that she did not anticipate her 
brother’s resurrection.  

(40) Jesus recounts vv. 25,26 and 4. Notice the conditional nature of the promise.  
(41,42) Martha showed her faith by ceasing to object and allowing the stone to be rolled back. Jesus 

knew that the Father was in agreement to raise Lazarus; the public prayer was for the benefit 
of the crowd, the disciples and the family. This miracle would prove that the Father and Jesus 
were in complete concordance. This prayer was not done “to be seen of men,” but calculated 
to induce faith. 

(43) Jesus calls Lazarus forth from the grave. 
(44) This binding of grave-clothes resembles the Egyptian mummification process, but was not as 

severe. (See Johnson’s commentary for 5 practical observations, pp. 179,180. 
(45) Many of the Jews mentioned in vv. 19 and 31 believed on Jesus.  
(46) Others, unable to understand the miracle, went at once to report this to the Pharisees. Their 

action is unquestionably hostile as we see John has categorized them as other than believers. 
 
107. The Sanhedrin Plot; Return to Ephraim (Jn. 11:47-54) 
 

(47) This is the first account in the Gospels of a Sanhedrin council being called. The plans that will 
eventually lead to the arrest, trial and condemnation of Jesus began to take shape at this very 
meeting. Note that they do not deny the miracles of Jesus, only that they are doing nothing to 
counteract them.  

(48) Jesus continued to win disciples despite all threats of excommunication by the Jewish 
officials. These officials knew the purpose of miracles better than many modern-day “miracle 
workers!” The Romans were in control of the government, but tolerated the council running 
the religious affairs of Israel. The Jewish leaders feared that these powers would be taken and 
the Sanhedrin disbanded.  

(49) Caiaphas was high priest from AD 18 until AD 36, so “that year” refers to the year in which 
Jesus died. In his mind the only safe road was for Jesus to die. 

(50) Expediency outweighs justice! The “good’ of the people and the country outweigh the worth 
of one man’s life.  

(51) Note the unwitting prophecy of Caiaphas: “Jesus shall die for that nation.”  
(52) Gal. 3:28; Col. 3:11 - We can compare Caiaphas to Balaam and Saul, to other Bible characters 

that performed their office without honor. What Rome could not do with the sword, Christ did 
with His death on the cross – He united all races! 

(53) So they have their official plan. John has traced the steps of this plan throughout his Gospel: 
5:16-18; 7:32,45; 8:59; 9:22; 10:39. 

(54) Jesus removed Himself to a place about 16 miles N.E. of Jerusalem. He remained there until 
six days before the Passover.         100 



108. Toward Jerusalem, Ten Lepers, The Kingdom (Lk. 17:11-37) [Mt. 19:1,2; Mk. 10:1] 
 
a. Ten Lepers Cleansed (vv. 11-19) 
 
(11) Jesus is making a circuit north from Ephraim through Samaria and Galilee, across the Jordan 

and through Perea to Jerusalem. 
(12,13) Lepers were not allowed in towns and villages, but often begged at the gate. It was not 

uncommon for them to travel in groups. They stood back from the highway so as not to 
pollute passersby as required by law (Lev. 13:45,46; Num. 5:2; 2 Ki. 15:5). They cried out for 
mercy, not alms. This mercy that they sought was to be healed. 

(14) Their healing was conditional. They must go to the priest. Under the Old Law, the leper was 
to show himself to the priest so that he could be certified as healed (Lev. 13:1-6; 14:1-32; Lk. 
5:14). As the lepers went on their way, the cleansing took place so that when they reached the 
priest they were healed.  

(15,16)  As they journeyed to the priest their healing became evident. One of lepers could not contain 
himself from returning to Jesus to praise Him. Note that the returning leper was a Samaritan, 
which is surprising due to the animosity between the Samaritans and the Jews. 

(17) Only one out of the ten lepers returned the gratitude due for the service rendered. All ten were 
anxious to receive mercy, but nine were not willing to return praise and thanksgiving. 

(18,19) Of the ten healed, only the alien returned. The Samaritan was humble, grateful, and full of 
faith; therefore he was made whole. Some commentators say this passage implies that his sins 
where forgiven as well. 

 
b. The Coming of the Kingdom (vv. 20-37) 
 
(20,21) Jesus had been preaching, “the kingdom is at hand.” Compare “Kingdom of God” to Mt. 3:2; 

Eph. 5:5; and Heb. 12:28. A spiritual kingdom had been foretold; the Jews had misunderstood 
the nature of the kingdom and were expecting an earthly one (Jn. 18:36; Rom. 14:17). The 
progress of the kingdom would mark no physical boundaries and no military or political 
triumphs. The fleshly senses cannot locate the kingdom. Jesus says instead, “the kingdom is 
within you.” What does this statement mean? 

(22) Jesus directs His next thoughts to the disciples. A time will come when the disciples will wish 
that Jesus would be among them physically as He was at the present time. But He would not 
be there in person. 

(23,24) False christs would arise and Jesus warns the disciples not to be misled. When Jesus does 
return it will not be in a certain place, but everywhere – all at once (Mt. 24:30,31; 25:31). The 
second coming will have no doubt surrounding it. It will be clear, sudden, and unmistakable 
to all true believers.  

(25) The second coming would come after the cross. Jesus is predicting His future. For the second 
coming to emanate from Heaven, Jesus must of necessity ascend there in the first place. How 
did His generation reject Him?  

(26,27) A similarity exists between the people in the times of Noah and those when Jesus comes 
again. What are the comparisons? 

(28,29) A similarity is drawn between the Sodomites and those at the second coming.  
(30) Just as suddenly as the Flood came and as fire and brimstone hailed down on Sodom, so shall 

be the return of Christ. The destruction of Jerusalem could also be put in parallel with these 
previous events. 

(31) At the second coming there will be no sense in trying to save our earthly possessions. 
(32) The hesitancy that caused Lot’s wife’s destruction is recalled. She became a literal monument 

to the fearful consequences of delaying or refusing to obey God.  
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(33) The earthly life and natural blessings will have to be sacrificed. Those with this attitude will 
be saved. The opposite attitude will belong to the unbelievers. 

(34-36) Jesus will return when He will not be expected (1 Thess 5:2; Mt. 24:44). The one man might 
be saved while the other man might be lost. Note: v. 36 is omitted by most reliable authorities. 
However, it parallels Mt. 24:40. 

(37) Where will this take place? Wherever vultures gather at a dead carcass. That is where Jesus 
will appear at His second coming. Namely, He will appear everywhere on earth that is 
inhabited by man. 

 
109. Parable of the Importunate Widow (Lk. 18:1-8) 
 

(1) Most commentators feel that this parable is told as a result of the previous conversation. Jesus 
once again encourages the disciples to pray. While He recommends prayer at regular and 
stated times, there is no time when a disciple might not pray (1 Thess. 5:17). Disciples are not 
to give up or fail because of opposition to the cause of Christ.  

(2) The Law of Moses provided that each city should have a judge to administer impartial justice 
(Ex. 18:21; Deut. 16:18; 2 Chron. 19:6,7). This judge did not hold God in awe. Neither did he 
respect man. By disrespecting God’s law, this judge disrespected God (Ex. 23:6-9; Lev. 
19:15; Deut. 1:16,17).  

(3) God has always looked down the widow with favor (Ex. 22:22; Mk. 12:40), yet this judge 
gave this widow no regard. She was poor and had no way to avenge herself against her 
adversaries. She also had no way to bribe this unrighteous judge to help her. So, she 
determined to frequently pester the judge. 

(4,5) For a while the judge resisted her pleas, but he finally came to the conclusion that the only 
way to be rid of her would be to give into her pleas. Note that his reasons for giving into the 
widow were entirely selfish.   

(6,7) Jesus calls on his listeners to reflect on what the unrighteous judge had done. Jesus would 
expect His listeners to reflect upon the judge’s motives, selfishness, and actions. The truth 
Jesus wished to teach was if a wicked judge would grant justice, how much more will the 
Judge of all the earth be just? 

(8) Exactly what Jesus means here is unclear. Does He imply that there will be few faithful 
during the Christian dispensation or that he will find few faithful at His second coming? Other 
passages of scripture would indicate that both of these conclusions are warranted.  

 
110. Parable of the Pharisee and the Publican (Lk. 18:9-14) 
 

(9) Jesus spoke this parable for the benefit of the Pharisees in the audience. They believed God 
would answer their prayers based on their righteous merit. They believed that all others 
amounted to nothing in God’s eyes.  

(10) These two men represent those who are in a covenant relationship with God. The do not 
represent the Christian and the alien sinner. They both went up to the temple to attend the 
daily services. The contrast is between the types of attitudes possessed by worshipers. Jesus 
has already pointed out that Pharisees were characteristically self-righteous, hypocritical, and 
given to religious formality imposed by their own traditions. Most Jews, including the 
Pharisees, would see the publican as an outcast and a sinner.  

(11,12) The Pharisee assumed a pose where those gathered could easily see him. His posture and 
prayer showed no humility, piety, or reverence. He did give thanks to God. He was not 
seeking God’s pardon, because he felt himself to be righteous as he was. He condemned the 
publican to God on sight. There is no evidence that he knew anything about the tax collector 
other than his occupation. To conclude his prayer, the Pharisee relates what he believes are his 
positive attributes. Note his use of the pronoun “I” in this short prayer.   102 



(13) While the Pharisee was posing for all to see, the publican stood back from the crowd. His 
posture showed his humility. Hitting himself in the chest indicated his sincerity and an open 
confession of his sins. He acknowledges his sins by confessing them in his prayer. 

(14) According to Jesus, the Pharisee was not justified – he offered no petition and requested no 
blessing. On the other hand the publican was the kind of man indicated in Isa. 66:2. He was 
poor in spirit and trembled at the word of God. Jesus concludes: “those that think themselves 
to be something are nothing, while those that are humble are something indeed! (Prov. 16:18; 
Lk. 14:11.)  

 
111. Concerning Divorce (Mt. 19:3-12) [Mk. 10:2-12] 
 
 (a) The Question (vv. 3-10) 
 

(3) Jesus’ teaching on marriage, divorce, and remarriage can be found here, Mt. 5:31,32; Mk. 
10:11,12; and Lk. 16:18. This passage is considered to be the most comprehensive. These 
Pharisees were trying to trap Jesus. If he answers “yes” to their question he would antagonize 
those that followed the school of Shammai (5:32); if he said “no” then those of the school of 
Hillel would be offended. Herod might even be brought into the fray if Jesus gives a negative 
answer. Why? The Pharisees figure that they have put Jesus in  “lose-lose” situation. This is 
the second of three challenges recorded by Matthew (here, 12:10 and 22:17). 

(4,5) God established the pattern for marriage in the beginning. He created male and female, then 
instructed the married couple to “leave and cleave.” The pattern set by Adam and Eve is to be 
followed – an indissoluble union between one man and one woman for life. (Chumbley p. 
337.) To leave the parents indicates the relationship and not the responsibility. Primary 
allegiance is to be shifted from parents to spouse. To cleave to ones spouse means to be 
welded together.  

(6) This welding together of man and wife by God is not to be undone by divorce. To be 
responsible for a marriage coming to an unlawful end is sin in the eyes of God. Christ’s 
answer to the Pharisees then is – “NO, a man cannot divorce his wife for every cause.” 

(7) “If Gen. 1:27 and 2:24 meant what Jesus said they did, then how would he explain Deut. 
24:1?” The Jewish writings of divorcement had to include provision that the put-away wife 
was free to remarry, be witnessed and served legally.  

(8) Due to the sinful, human obstinacy of the children of Israel, a practice was allowed under the 
Law that was not according to God’s original design. Why God made this concession under 
the Law is hard to determine. However, Jesus confirms in Mk. 10:2-5 that Moses indeed made 
this concession under God’s auspices.  

(9) Situation 1: Any man who divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery (or the 
remarriage of the divorced wife, 5:32. See also Mk. 10:12). Situation 2: A man who divorces 
his wife for the sin of fornication may remarry without sinning. Situation 3: Marrying an 
improperly divorced woman constitutes adultery. “Only those whose spouse commits 
fornication have the God-given right to divorce, regardless of the laws of the land.” Divorce is 
never desirable. It is no accident that this lesson follows one on forgiveness and humility. 
Even in the case of fornication every avenue of reconciliation should be explored before 
resorting to divorce. With God’s help a broken marriage can be repaired.  

 
(b) The Reaction (vv. 10-12) 
 
(10) The disciples had been conditioned all their lives by the ease in which the Jews obtained a 

divorce. Jesus’ teaching here staggers their imaginations. Their “off the cuff” conclusion is 
that it would be better to remain single. 
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(11) Jesus agrees that it is better to remain single, but He then indicates that everyone will not be 
willing to accept that as a way of life. 

(12) Jesus lists three groups who live the celibate life for various reasons: 1)-those born with a 
physical dysfunction; 2)- those that have been made dysfunctional, typically to serve the 
ruler’s harem; and 3)- those who volunteer to live as eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom (1 
Cor. 7:7,8, 32-38). This third group could include those that chose to live a life of celibacy 
rather than enter into an unlawful marriage. Celibacy is not holier than marriage (1 Tim. 4:1-
3; Heb. 13:4), but marriage is not required if one believes they can live in accordance with 
God’s word and remain celibate. 

 
112. Concerning Children (Mt. 19:13-15) [Mk. 10:13-16; Lk.18:15-17] 
 

(13) These parents wanted Jesus to bless their children. The disciples seemed to think that they 
were annoying Jesus or calling for Him to do something beneath His dignity.  

(14) Jesus disagreed with the disciples and had the children brought to Him. Jesus took this 
opportunity to teach that the kingdom was composed of people with a child-like nature. (See 
the Mark and Luke accounts.) 

(15) Their parents would long remember this blessing given to their children by Jesus. It is not a 
coincidence that this blessing of the children (the product of holy wedlock) follows the 
discourse on divorce.  

 
113. Rich Young Ruler; Peril of Riches, Reward of Sacrifice. (Mt. 19:16-30) [Mk. 10:17-31; Lk. 

18:18-30]  
 

(16) This young man was anxious and reverent. He thought that one good work would save Him. 
Eternal life is a reward for “being” not a reward for “doing.” 

(17) The young man had been very loose with his use of the word “Good;” if he had been sincere 
then he would have known he was equating Jesus with God. The young ruler had unwittingly 
confessed the divinity of Jesus. For the ruler to accept what Jesus was about to say he would 
need much faith. Jesus told him to do what had already been given – the commandments.  

(18) The young ruler still sought a prominent commandment. Jesus enumerates the last six of the 
ten. 

(19) Jesus summarizes the all with “love thy neighbor” (Rom. 13:9). 
(20) The young ruler had kept the Law, but felt he was still lacking. 
(21) Jesus says he does need to do one thing to be complete. The command was a specific one 

needed in the case of this young man. The command showed that the young man had deceived 
himself; if he wished to be a disciple of Jesus he must obey the command.  

(22) Even though the ruler turned from Jesus, he did not turn away with a hard heart, but instead a 
broken one. Here we see a would-be disciple trying to walk that fine line between Jesus and 
the world and slipping off the wrong side.  

(23) With God all things are possible (vv. 23-30) See 1 Tim. 6:9, 10, 17-19. 
(24) When possessions control the possessor, they become sin. It is impossible for the one who 

trusts in possessions to enter the kingdom of heaven. 
(25,26) The Jews felt that riches meant divine favor, if not, who then could be saved? God can use the 

true heart of a rich man to dispense blessings on others. God must assist the man in his 
salvation no matter what his station in life. 

(27) Peter contrasts the behavior of the disciples to that of the rich man. What would be their 
reward? 

(28) When Jesus ascended to heaven to sit on the right hand of the Father He delegated the 
government of the Kingdom to the Apostles. The Apostles carried out their duties in this 
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regard by participating in penning the New Testament and spreading the gospel to the world. 
Christians are considered to be the twelve tribes in that as an aggregate we are God’s chosen 
people living under a system that was initially administered by the twelve Apostles.  

(29) The rewards of being a Christian and practicing self-denial comes in two parts: 1)-temporal 
and 2)- eternal. List some examples. 

(30) The following parable will illustrate the point Jesus is making. 
 
114. Laborers in the Vineyard (Mt. 20:1-16) 
 

(1) Here is the illustration of the previous point. Note: The work began at sunrise. 
(2) The value of the wages was perhaps less than 20 cents. However the exact value is not 

important other than it represented a day’s wages for those hired first. 
(3) The third hour would be 9:00 AM. The householder needed more workers, so he went to the 

marketplace and found those in need of work. 
(4) The laborers agreed to work for “whatever was right.” 
(5) At noon and 3:00 PM, the householder returned to the marketplace and secured more workers 

at the same wage. 
(6) At 5:00 PM (an hour before quitting time) he hired more workers. 
(7) The reason that these last laborers had not worked was that they had not been asked. Why is 

this important when discussing this verse as a “proof” for deathbed repentance? 
(8) According to Lev. 19:13 and Deut. 24:15, evening was the time of payment. There is no rule 

of business that calls for the last hired to be the first paid. However, taken with 19:30 it makes 
this parable even more applicable. How?  

(9) Those that began work at 5:00 PM received their 20 cents. 
(10) Those that had been working longer supposed that they would be paid more (2 Cor. 10:12). 

However, they were paid exactly what they had agreed to work for.  
(11) They complained against the very man to whom they agreed to work a day for 20 cents. 
(12) The householder fulfilled his part of the contract. Everyone who went to work at their first 

opportunity (main point) received the “full day’s wage.”  
(13) The householder was innocent of any wrongdoing. Why?  
(14) These men obviously wanted more than what was coming to them. Anything beyond the 

agreed upon amount would be undeserved, based on the original contract. 
(15) (Key: Evil Eye = Jealousy) If the householder chose to pay those who had no opportunity to 

work all day a full days wage that was his prerogative. 
(16) Notice that both the first and the last hired were received and rewarded by the master. Both 

terms, the last and the first, include accepted laborers. Therefore, 1)- the coin represents 
eternal life, 2)- the vineyard is the Lord’s field of work, and 3)- evening is the close of the 
Christian dispensation and the time for the judge to come. The wages were not necessarily 
earned, but were bestowed by the grace of the Lord. Longer labor in God’s kingdom will not 
claim a higher reward because their can be no higher reward than eternal life.  

 
115. Again Foretells His Passion – Third Prediction (Mt. 20:17-19) [Mk. 10:32-34; Lk. 18:31-34] 
 

(17) Mark’s account tells us that they were headed for Jerusalem and that the disciples were 
amazed (fearful) that he would even go there. 

(18) Jesus predicts how He will be arrested. 
(19) The Jews could condemn a man to death, but did not have the authority from the Roman 

government to execute the criminal. This is how it came about that the Romans performed the 
crucifixion. Mark adds, “spit upon Him” and Luke adds that prophecy would be fulfilled. We 
can count seven details of Christ’s betrayal and death: 1)- betrayal, 2)- condemnation,  
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3)- delivered to the Gentiles, 4)- mocked, 5)-scourged, 6)-death by crucifixion, and 7)- 
resurrection on the third day. Jesus was trying to make the Apostles understand that there 
would be no materialistic hopes. Luke tells us that the apostles could not comprehend that 
Jesus was telling them something literal. 

 
116. Ambitions of James and John (Mt. 20:20-28) [Mk. 10: 35-45] 
 

(20) The mother of James and John accompanies them to see Jesus. Note how they treat Jesus as 
an earthly ruler instead of deity. Compare to 1 Kings 2:19,20. 

(21) Jesus refused her request, but He wanted to expose their attitude publicly, so He made them 
state it. The family of Zebedee must have presumed that the teaching concerning the 12 
thrones was physical in nature. They wanted the two most prominent seats.  

(22) “Cup” – means, “portion assigned.” Jesus would be “immersed” in suffering. This use of the 
word baptism helps to understand that the physical meaning of the word cannot include 
sprinkling or pouring. The brothers affirm that they can withstand these things. 

(23) Jesus rebuked James and John gently because He new what was to come in their lives. Future 
rewards are based on the Father’s will. How do we make this passage correspond with others 
such as: 2 Tim. 4:8; Rev. 2:10,17,26,28; 3:12,21. Each of these passages teaches that the hand 
of Christ will distribute rewards. 

(24) The ten were probably equal in ambition to the two and resented their efforts to take unfair 
advantage of the Lord’s affection for them. 

(25) Jesus must once again take opportunity to distinguish the spiritual kingdom from an earthly 
one. 

(26) True greatness in the spiritual kingdom would involve making oneself a servant. To make the 
rebuke carry more weight, Jesus compares their attitudes to the heathens. 

(27) The word “slave” here is stronger than the word “servant” in the previous verse. 
(28) Jesus’ own example demonstrates this notion of Christians as servants. We also see Christ’s 

death termed as a ransom. Compare Isa. 53:12. 
 
117. Two Blind Men at Jericho (Mt. 20:29-34) [Mk. 10:46-52; Lk. 18:35-43] 
 

(29) Luke tells us that the blind men heard of Jesus when He entered Jericho, while Matthew tells 
that the men called out to Jesus as He left. The crowd with Jesus could be due in part to the 
fact that the Passover was near and many were on their way to Jerusalem for the feast. 

(30) From Mark we see one of the men was named Bartimaeus. Matthew includes a companion. 
“Son of David” was a common Jewish reference to the Messiah. His title for Jesus was much 
more in keeping with Christ’s nature than those standing by who referred to Jesus as “the one 
of Nazareth.” 

(31) The multitude did not want their journey interrupted; others probably did probably did not 
like the blind man confessing Jesus as the Messiah. Others among the disciples probably 
thought the beggars were below Christ’s dignity. Compare their attitudes to the woman in Mt. 
15:22-28. 

(32) Jesus chose to deal with the beggars. 
(33) He asked the beggars what specific mercy they would have bestowed upon them. They 

replied, “our sight.”  
(34) The faith of Bartimaeus and his companion caused them to approach Jesus and request their 

sight. Faith leads to proper actions that in turn result in the mercies of God. Due to the 
gratitude they must have felt, they chose to follow Jesus. 
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118. Zacchaeus and the Parable of the Pounds (Lk. 19:1-27) 
 
 a. Jesus comes to the house of Zacchaeus (vv. 1-10) 

(1) Chronologically, this event took place between the time when blind Bartamaeus first heard of 
Jesus and when he was healed. (That is, while Jesus was in Jericho). In real time it is about 
one week prior to the crucifixion.  

(2) Zacchaeus was a tax collector. Jericho was a center of trade and taxes were apt to be great, 
therefore the collectors there were generally rich. 

(3) Because of the crowd and his lack of height, Zacchaeus could not see Jesus. 
(4) The sycamore tree was easy to climb due to its low spreading branches. Technically, the tree 

was a wild fig and not related to the sycamore (buttonwood) located in the USA.  
(5) Jesus invites himself to the house of Zacchaeus. This was not presumptuous on Jesus’ part, as 

He knew the heart of Zacchaeus.  
(6) The little man was overjoyed. Being an outcast, it was beyond his dreams that the Teacher 

would socialize with him.  
(7) The onlookers were disappointed that Jesus would socialize with a sinner. As a whole the 

publicans were known to be crooked.  
(8) Zacchaeus defended himself concerning these charges. Additionally he promised to give half 

of his goods to the poor and repay anyone that he had cheated four times the amount.  
(9,10) Salvation was at the house of Zacchaeus due to his repentance. Even though he was a 

publican, Zacchaeus was also a Jew and therefore fit the description of “a lost sheep of the 
house of Israel;” the very group to which Jesus was sent.  

 
b. The Parable of the Pounds (vv. 11-27) 
(11) Jesus did not want the multitude to think that he was on the way to Jerusalem to receive a 

physical crown.  
(12) This is a representation of Jesus going to the right hand of God after His resurrection. Notice 

that He must go to the far country to receive the kingdom. 
(13) The amount of money given each of the servants was small compared to what the nobleman 

might possess. Compare to the parable of the talents in Mt. 25. Think about the responsibility 
of the individual. 

(14) Besides His servants, there were citizens who did not want the nobleman as their ruler. 
Compare these citizens to the Jews or anyone else who would deny the authority of Jesus. 

(15) Jesus shall call us to account (2 Cor. 4:17). Notice that the reward is great for the good and 
faithful servant. 

(16,17) The faithful servants become rulers themselves (2 Tim. 2:12). 
(18,19) See Phil. 2:7. 
(20) The unfaithful servant did nothing with his money. 
(21) The servant is criticizing the Lord for being too harsh, too hard to please and one who expects 

others to do his work. This servant represents those that would make the labor and hardship 
that comes with the Christian life as an excuse for doing nothing.  

(22,23) The servant’s actions do not justify him. You cannot contend with God. If you cannot do what 
the master wants you to do, then seek help! 

(24-26) If you make use of what you have, then your power to do more will increase. 
(27) Addressing the Jews and unbelievers, Jesus asks which would be more fearful: that sinners 

would be destroyed or that sin would be tolerated forever? 
 
119. On Toward Jerusalem (Lk. 19:28) 
 

(28) Jesus now continues His journey to Jerusalem, leading the accompanying multitude as He 
goes.            107 


